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heir services in these piping times of peace; but 
it a war break out requiring their services, and 
aie we shallappreciatetheir worth. I hope and 
vryst that no serious opposition will be made to 
this amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I oppose the amendment 
ofered by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. 
Souzens,) and I do so merely for the purpose of 
making a remark. When the gentleman from 
Virginia was on the floor speaking of the pay of 
acertain officer, I rose to ask him the name of the 
person to whom he alluded. He did not answer 
me publicly, but he mentioned the name so as that 
toverheard it. 1.understood him to say that the 
oficer in question received only forty dollars per 
month, or four hundred and eighty dollars per year. 
| find on looking at the letter of the Secretary of 
the War Department, of February 17, 1854, and 
at the Army Register, that the receipts of that 
ficer last year were $2,305 22. 

A Memser. Whom do you speak of? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Of Captain Magruder, 
who is colonel by brevet. I find that the Army 
Register fixes en at $993 per year. 

A MemBeR. hat page is it on? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Pages 32 and 33. And 
then his rations amount to $801; his allowance for 
servants, $213, and so on, making his whole re- 
eipts for the year $2,305 22. Now, how it was 
that the gentleman from Virginia managed to get 
the idea that the pay of that officer was only forty 
dollars per month, | cannot say. I suppose some- 
body has misled him. I was myself misled this 
morning by a gentleman of the committee. | am 
disposed to pay what is right; and if an officer of 
one grade is only receiving $480 per year, that is 
one reason why I should vote for an increase of the 
pay of the officers. But as the gentleman from 
Virginia has been mistaken, and as the officer who 
hethought received only $480 per annum, actually, 
according to the report of the Secretary of War, 
received $2,305, I think it right that the com- 
mittee should think some time before they deter- 
mine to make the ingrease proposed. 

Mr. ASHE. The first class clerks in Govern- 
ment offices receive $2,200 a year, and the ordi- 


| they are voting a permanent increase. 
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Army. 
good reason. 


hope that we shall ever -be able to reduce any of 
these increased salaries to the proper proportions. 
If we act in the dark, and vote at this time for 
high rates of pay, there they stand; we cannot get 


| them back to what they were. Therefore it is 


that [ think it is better for us to content ourselves 
at this time with increasing the pay of the privates 


| and non-commissioned officers of the Army; and, 
| at the next, or some other session, we can deé- 


|| just taken his seat. 


| 


nary custom-house clerks receive from $2,300 to || 


$2,500. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. My colleague tells methat 
the clerks in the custom-houses receive from $2,000 
to $3,000 per year. Now, if that is so, | will 
vole for a proposition ‘to reducetheirpay. I have 
resisted the propositions to increase the pay of 
the clerks here. A gentleman from Virginia tell 
us that there are clerks Were receiving $1,200 a 
year, while we could get as competent men to do 
thework at $500. That is precisely why I voted, 
this session, against increasing their pay. But if 


a that is no reason why we should waste it on 
ali. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I would like to call the 
attention of the gentleman from North Carolina to 
the fact that he will find, in a note appended to the 
Army Register, that out of the sum of $2,305 re- 
ceived by Captain Magruder, $365 was pay for 
service in California, and $123 for the fiscal year 
of 1852; that he was the commandant of a post, and 
that the pay received by him for servants and for- 
age was far less than his actual expenditures for 
the same objects. His command of the post gave 
him the pay of a lieutenant colonel. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. Well, that deduction would 
bring his pay down to $1,800. But the gentleman 
will see there that his ay proper is stated as $993, 
instead of $480; that bie rations amount to $0 7 


| vants, and pays for all they eat too. 


liberately consider the question of increasing the 
compensation of the commissioned officers. 
Mr. LANE of Oregon. Is it in order now 


+, to move to amend the bill ? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itis in order to move to 
amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Souzers.]} 

Mr. LANE. Well, the gentleman from Mary- 


land moves to amend by increasing the pay five | 


| 


1 


] 


| 
| 


j 
i} 
|| posts in the fight. 


ti 
i} 


| 
| 


|| the rear. 


dollars. I will move to increase it ten dollars. I | 


move the amendment to obtain the opportunity 


only to notice, in order that the committee and the | 
1 


country may understand this thing—some of the 


| 


remarks which fell from the gentleman from New | 


Jersey, (Mr. Skeiton,] and from the gentleman 
from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciineman,| who has 
The gentleman from New 


| 


Jersey holds the opinion that a major general re- | 


ceives compensation at the rate of $200 a month, 


and that he is entitled to seven horses, four ser- | 


i 


vants, and fifteen rations while he is employed in | 


actual service. Well, that is all true; but the 


seven horses he must pay for himself, and he has | 


to pay for them out of his own funds at the rate 
of two or three hundred dollars apiece, most likely, 


amounting perhaps, in all to $2,100. Then hehas | 


to pay for all they eat, for the gentleman will re- 


member that, in these items which foot up $5,526, | : 
|| forgives an injury. They possess more gratitude 


everything of this kind is included. 

Mr. SKELTON. I want to ask the gentleman 
from Oregon a question in regard to those seven 
horses. 

Mr. LANE. Not now,! want to go on with 
my statement. 


| their religion. 
I want to say that a major gen- | 


eral in the field has to furnish his own horses, and | 
| 18 allowed fodder for them, but it is counted with 


this sum of $5,526. He pays also for four ser- 


lowed rations, but he does not draw them from 


|| the commissary , but commutes for them at twenty 


cents aration. He also subsists his own house- 


hold and servants, bears all their expenses, and | 


generally comes out at the end of the year in 


| debt. 
we waste money on one branch of the public ser- | 


| case of Magruder, which has been referred to. || 


I desire to say one word now in relation to this 


He commanded the military department upon the 
Pacific. He was in command of our forces in 
California. He held the brevet rank of colonel. 


| While in command of that department, and in 
| the performance of the duties connected therewith, 
| in a country where the high prices of everything 


| 
| 


and so on. I have no feeling about this matter. If | 


the amendment of thegentleman from Pennsylvania 


(Mr. Grow] prevails, I will support the bill. [| 
have no doubt we ought to increase the pay ofthe | 


common soldiers an 
¢ proper rule is to pay a fair compensation for | 
the service we receive. 
hands that we cannot get soldiers to serve at the , 
Present rate of pay. I am willing to vote fora | 
Proper compensation for soldiers and officers. | 
Gentlemen say we have voted an increase of pay 


123 


non-commissioned officers. | 


absorbed all that he received in paying for his 
servants, subsisting his horses, and meeting his 
other expenses, he received pay at that rate. His 

ay,as stated by the a from Virginia, 
Mr. Smiru,] is forty 


more. And when ordered upon duty u 


He is al- | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


ollars a month, and no | 
on & |, . 
| brevet rank, he receives the pay of that brevet || tended to place the Army upon a permanent basis, 


| with. 


New Senus....Ne. 123. : 


to the clerks, and, therefore, we should vote for Indians. He was wealthy, or at least he carried 
_ this increase for the officers and soldiers of the || means with him. 


He introduced among the In- 


I do not consider that, by any means, a || dians the science of agriculture; he introduced 
Gentlemen should recollect that || the plow, prepared the ground, sowed wheat, 
I have no || built a mill, and fed the Indians well, but about 


the time that he had got all things right, the In- 


|| dians killed him and his wife, and to pay the ex- 


penses of the troubles which grew out of that 
murder this House have appropriated $175,000. 
I tell the gentleman you cannot manage the Indians 
in any such way. Shoot them, feed them with 
powder and ball, and have troops in the field ready 
to do that when it becomes necessary. This is 
the only food that will keep them peaceful. We 
have the troops afid we have officers, and they are 
officers too, who will not place themselves in the 
rear of their troops, but will occupy their proper 
You have not to-day, an offi- 
cer in the Army, who would protect himself by 
placing himself in the rear of his troops. Field 
officers on horseback, are necessarily placed in 
To increase the pay of the privates, the 
non-commissioned officers, and the commissioned 
officers, and that of the commanding general, in 
my judgment, is right and proper. The good of 
the country requires it, and I hope the House will 
pass the bill. 

Me. GIDDINGS. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Oregon. 

Mr. LANE. Then I will withdraw my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Not until | have made 
some remarks upon it. I know something about 
the nature of these Indians. I have been with 
them, eat with them, and slept in their cabins. I 
have associated with them in war, and in pence. 
I think I understand their character, their habits, 
their gratitude; and let me again say what I said 
when I was before up, that their whole history 


shows that when you treat them well, when you 


show yourselves friendly, oe will be friendly in 
return. The Indian never forgets a favor, nor 
than any other people | have been acquainted 
ratitude for favors, and revenge for in- 
juries constitute their moral code, their education, 
There is no fraud about them; 
when you have obtained the confidence of these 
wild men of the forest, they will never forget 


| your kindness. 


But, Mr. Chairman, | spoke upon this subject 
when I was up before, and I will not detain the 
committee by repeating what I then said. Ifgen- 


| tlemen desire to make any reform in the Arm 


’ 
this is not the time to do it. We are just at the 
heel of the session. Let thesubject go over until 
the next session, when we ma 


nected with it can be presented than our time will 
now admit of. Let the gentleman from Tennessee, 
Mr. Jones,] or the gentleman from Missouri, 
Mr. Puecrs,} or other members like them, be 
placed upon the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and let them investigate the subject, and give us 
facts and arguments in favor of reducing the 
Army—of disbanding it, if you please, Let us 
hear both sides. Let us see if we cannot act more 
intelligently 6n the subject than we can now under 
the pressure of the five-minute rule, just at the 
moment when we are thinking how we can best 
close the session, and return to our constituents. 
This bill, containing important provisions, in- 


rank. That was his case, and such cases furnish || to organize it upon a system which is to continue 


no argument against the increase of salary. 
is too small, and ought to be increased. 


It || fer many years to come, is now to be passed 
i! . . 
| through under railroad speed. Itis wrong. We 


{ want to notice the remark of my worthy friend || are doing injustice to ourselves as well as the 


from Ohio [Mr. Grppines]} about the man 


peace,” he says. ‘*Feed them, and dispense 
bmi your armies, for you will have no use for 
them.” 


It is conceded on all ||.Father of our country: ‘In peace prepare for | tice to the subject, and to ourselves, and to the 
It is by no means certain that we should | country. 


not have war, though we should feed the Indians. |, 
\| 


war.”’ 


I once knew aman who went into the Indian 
country, and undertook to feed and subsist the 


We have been taught a lesson by the | 


| 
| 


ement | country, injustice to the subject, injustice to the 
of the Indians. ‘‘ Feed them and you will have || Army, by this hot haste. 


here is no pressing 


|| necessity for immediate action; no interest is suf- 


fering. We shall be here again in four months. 
We shall then have time to deliberate—to do jus- 


I am opposed to the whole Army organization. 
I am against the whole system of cutting throats 
advocated by the gentleman from Oregon. I do 


have an opportu. 
|| nity of investigating it, and when more facts con- 
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not believe in christianizing the Indians by whip- 
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adage, it is better sometimes to be deceived than 








July 27, 


The question was taken on Mr. Sortens’ 
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ping them, by shooting them, by cutting their || never to trust. amendment; and it was not agreed to, 
i throats. IL do not believe that * bayonets and | Mr. Chairman, as was very well said by my §$ Mr. ROBBINS. The amendment now 41.50 
; baliw’’are the best agents forcivilizing the heathen. || colleague, no party in this House or country has __ ing, I believe, is the one offered by my colleaoy, travel 
He has told us of a man who was murdered with || ever agreed on what is exactly a proper reform [Mr. Grow;] is it not? ague, other- 
hie family by the Indians. I have no doubt that | forthe Army. His reference to an arrrangement The CHAIRMAN. Itis. with ¢ 
man had tried the very means proposed by the |) between Mr. Adams and thegentleman from Ten- Mr. ROBBINS. Then I want to amend th eon’ 
gentleman from Oregon. He had probably shot | nessee as to the reform for the Army, as late as in order that we may take a test vote, as ty freq 
some of the Indians. He doubtless acted upon | 1842, ought to have some weight with this body. gested by the gentleman from South Carole , their 
the theory of the gentleman by whipping or kill- | If distinguished gentlemen on all sides of the |Mr.Orr.) I move to amend b striking out an on 
ing them House then thought the pay of the Army was __ fifth, sixth, seventh, and sighthlisen aot to _ cape 
Mr. LANE. Never; never. not too great, | do not think it is too great now. word ** captain,”’’ in the eighth line; so that . the 
Mr. GIDDINGS, Well, did not their neigh- If the pay of Army officers was proper and right _ bill will read, ** that the monthly pay proper 7 heres 
bors? then in the estimation of the country, the simple the several grades of the Army, hereinafter = isale 
Mr. LANE. No, sir; they always had treated increase now proposed to be given is not, in fact, merated, shall be at the following rates: a ca oa early 
them with kindness. any enlargement of what the pay then was. of cavalry, $85,’’ &c. om coun 
Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 am acquainted with the Money has increased in value. The great yield | repeat to the committee, that the object of m jects 
whole system of bringing on Indian wars. No, of gold from California has served to lessen the making that proposition is to have a test yo, —_ 
Indian ever did, or ever will, murder a white per- | pay of the very men who conquered that country. | taken, as suggested by the gentleman from Boon — 
son unless he thinks he has cause for doing so. It In looking into the communication of the Sec- | Carolina. I would like the test vote to be take us, © 
ig the frequent practice of the whites in the west- | rétary of War, I find the pay of the commander | on this amendment. I do not wish to make any oy" 
ern territory to shoot the Indiarfs, as intimated by | of our forces to be a little over $6,800 per annum, | remarks on it. y _ 
the gentleman from Oregon. while the pay of the brigadier generals is $7,000 Mr. PECKHAM. Is that amendmentameng o* 
Mr. LANE. if the gentleman will allow me, | and $8,U00. able? : the : 
Dr. Whitman’s mission was not to California. But | say that their pay is not equal to what The CHAIRMAN. Itis. one 
He was in Ovegon, four or five hundred miles from | it was in 1840. Iam in favor of increasing the Mr. PECKHAM.. I wish to amend it in this ae 
any settlement, and had always treated the In-| pay of the rank and file. Lam in favor of an- | shape: Strike out the following words, between the oak) 
diens with uniform kindness, other provision. I desire to introduce an amend- | fourth and sixth lines: ‘*a major general, $965. , P 
Mr.GIDDINGS. Well, sir, the Indiandraws | ment in this very section, providing that only one | brigadier general, $165,’ and insert in Ifeu of the ‘os 
no distinction between white persons. He im- | half of the proper pay shail be allowed to officers | figures, after the other grades, as follows: a colo. : a 
putes the sin of one to all who come within his | of the Army when they arenot on duty. That is nel, $100; a lieutenant colonel, $100; a major, $9) aon 
power, unless they be acknowledged friends. And a real reform, which [ hope the committee will | Mr. PECKHAM. Me. Chairman, the amend. ra 
were all conscious that from the time Lewisand | take into consideration. I intend to introduce | ment proposed by me, and sent up to the Clerk's nd 
Clarke went to Oregon to thisday, the whites have | such an amendment, to come in at line thirtieth. | desk, strikes out the proposed increase as to the re 
occasionally murdered the Indians. . Mr. FAULKNER. I say to the gentleman || major general, the brigadier generals, and mod). bel 
Mr. LANE. No, sir; they are generally treated | from Ohio that such a provision is already in the || fies the pay of the other grades down to that of The 
with kindness. bill. captain. 1 believe, if we are to make any correc. did 
Mr. GIDDINGS. I doubt not that they are Mr. TAYLOR. I do not see it in the printed |, tion atall in the bill, the one proposed is a proper ae 
generally treated with kindness, but occasionally || bill. | one; and the committee can show its disposition ‘on 
with ‘*balls and bayonets.’”? There ure in every Mr. FAULKNER. The gentleman will find | to alter, as well with respect to this amendment, fror 
border community outlaws to civilization, who | it in the proviso. as to any other. I do not propose to discuss the \ 
appear to delight in showing themselves greater Mr. TAYLOR. I propose to insert the words | position taken by the gentleman from North Car. snl 
savages than the Indians. | appeal to the experi- || ‘* one half pay proper,’’ so as to allow the offi- || olina, [Mr. Ciincman, | that we shall be satisfied if not 
ence of every man who has resided upon the fron- || cers of the Army, when they are recreating in the || we can obtain men to fill up the service, and shall fals 
tiers, and who is acquainted with border life. | country, and are not on duty, half of the pay that | pay so much only as is necessary to that end. | is, | 
Was it not so in Florida, in all our Indian difficul- | they receive while engaged in the duties of their | have no sort of doubt that you can procure men vind 
lies? But some gentlemen appear to have made | profession. | to accept the post of major generals for less than ern 
| up their minds that we must have an Army; and Mr. ORR. I am opposed to theamendment of || five thousand dollars a year. I have no doubt dol 
i in order to do that, we are told that we must in- | the gentleman from Ohio. [| suppose a majority | that persons could be found willing to become tha 
' crease the pay on account of the glory,as my of the committee have their minds made up, first | members of Congress for one quarter the amount eq 
friend from Maryland [Mr. Sor.ers] told us. | as to whether they will vote an increase of com- || we are now paid. [| have no doubt yow could Ar 
ee |i The people must pay for nodding plumes and | pensation to the officersofthe Army. Theremay | obtain somebody to occupy the White ines for Yo 
cane | blazing uniforms. They toil forfundstobespentin | be two classes—those who propose to increase the || one half the salary of $35,000, perhaps for less. sta 
aan | glory. We must support men in luxury and vice, || compensation of all the officers, and those who A Memsber. Twenty-five thousand dollars ] 
a in indolence and ease, on account of glory. Now, | propose to increase the compensation of officers || salary. - 
4 sir, | think our true glory consists in cultivating | from captain down. In running over the provis- || Mr. PECKHAM. Twenty-five thousand dol- ie 
| the arts of peace, in promoting the industry and | ions of this bill, | find that if you commence the || lars proper, and $10,000 for rent of house, furni- 
my tere, the virtue of the whole nation. increase with captains, the compensation of a cap- | ture, &c. bu 
i aoe 8 {Eiere the hammer fell. } tain will.be about twenty dollars per month more Mr. McNAIR, (interrupting.) I ask the gen- the 
i; Mr. LANE, by unanimous consent, withdrew than that of the major who commands him, and | tleman, could men be procured to fill these places ke 
SS his amendment. soon. I take it for granted, theretore, that we || @s well ? me 
i meas | | Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. I move to amend by | will not be able to mature a plan by which the Mr. PECKHAM. «That is a very different th: 
i ae : adding twenty dollars. compensation of commissioned officers can be in- | thing. But you can fill them, certainly, I admit, | 
Ss : Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to say any- | creased in a fair ratio, without consuming a great || not In a manner to promote the welfare of the It 
t i ' thing in relation to this bill, which has been re- || deal of the time of the House. I propose to the || country. Sir, there are many considerations 
3 ' orted by the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. | committee, then, with a view of disposing of this | which induce me to favor this additional pay to ge 
8 ' ; ‘AULKNER,] now acting as chairman of the Com- || bill, that we should take a test vote upon the || the Army, not only to the privates, the men in the he 
- i \ mittee on Military Affairs; but after listening at- roposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, || ranks, but to the officers; and I am willing to in 
i ies ' tentively to the discussion, it does seem tome that) [Mr. Grow.] He proposes to strike out every- || include an increase to the major general. That th 
; I may say something, in order that my votemay be | thing pertaining to the pay of commissioned offi- || position is rarely attained. It is held only by one 
eae: f understood. In the first place, if we had the time, | cers, and make the increase of pay only in the || man in the service. It may be thé goal of the 9 
mae ' I would, with my colleague and other gentlemen, | case of non-commissioned officers and privates. | ambition of every enterprising officer, but though 5 
: es : desire to go into a thorough investigation of the | If his amendment does not prevail, then we should || long lives are spent in active service—in deeds of ar 
i f condition of the Army and Navy of the United | go to work and fix the compensation that ought | valor and high desert—yet not more than one in 
el j Siates, and to reform and reinvigorate them. But | to be paid to each officer. If there be a majority | thousands can justly hope to attain it. Mere m 
Baye ; ou, Mr. Chairman, and this committee, weil |, of the committee who are opposed to any increase, | length of service is not sufficient, promotion for be 
4 Cow that this whole session of Congress has been | why, it is but a waste of time to be maturing now | deeds of gallantry is necessary—so that the con- tr 
ee : exhausted by discussions in relation to our Terri- | the amount that you are to pay to a brigadier gen- | fidence of the nation shall*keep pace with the M 
. tories and their organization; and that these im- eral, a colonel, a major, &c. | hope that the || promotion. After a lifetime of toil and effort— to 
ee portant questions can have now but little of our question will now be taken upon the amendment | of study as well as action—ought the highest mili- in 
; time. of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. tary position in our country to be meanly paid: w 
ie | This bill comes to me recommended by the, Mr. TAYLOR, by unanimous consent, with- || Sq meanly, that every officer with a family dies in is 
oo Se : Committee on Military Affairs of the Senate, at | drew his amendment. || poverty who looks to his pay alone for sup rt! ul 
= Fe the head of which stands General Suieips, one of The question recurred on Mr. Souiers’s amend- || The gentleman from Oregon [General Lane has Bt 
ws the most gallant and distinguished officers of the | ment. || shown to the House that the whole amount of g 
— country. I understand from my friend from Vir- Mr. ROBBINS. Is it in order to move to amend | pay and rations, &c., is barely sufficient to main- te 
Pe tame | ginia, that it passed the Senate unanimously; and || the bill at this time? ] tain such an officer in the field, and I will say to 
: oe it is further recommended by the Committee on| The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the | nothing on that subject. He has had practical te 
ee Military Affairs of this House. Then, notwith- || gentleman from Maryland {Mr. Sottens]is an || knowledge. But, sir, as to the officers of a lower 
se standing the diversity of opinion among gentlemen |, amendment to an amendment, and no other amend- | grade, we all know many who have spent an a 
i ace on this foor in debate—some of what have no | ment is now in order. |, ordinary lifetime in the service, and have yet & al 
b doubt, honestly speak their sentiments, and others | Mr. ROBBINS. When the vote shall have | rived at no higher position than captain in fact, d 
. who k and act for popular favor—it comes | been taken on that amendment, I desire to offer 1 with rank of lieutenant colonel by brevet—met 1 
; | strongly recommended. In the words of the old | one. \| of over forty years of age, who have spent over a 
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OY 500 a year, pay, rations, and all—obliged to 
travel from one extremity of this continent to the 
other—and as a gentleman behind me well says, 
with a family to maintain at home. This includes 
allowance for servant and forage, which they are 
frequently compelled to expend—thus reducing 
their actual pay to about $1,000. 

Sir, the pay of all this class of officers, from 
captain down, 1s less than that of the clerks in 
the Departments. The clerks in all our offices 
here, asa general thing, get far better pay. Let 
it also be borne in mind that this pay was fixed in 
early days by men who had the welfare of the 
country at heart, who had knowledge on the sub- 
‘ect, but fixed at a time when a dollar was worth 
more than a dollar and a half now. When we 
have raised the salaries of all theclerks here about 
us, the salaries of the Cabinet, and properly so, 
too, and of other officers throughout the land, why 
not be reasonable and just—not liberal, but just 
tothe Army? I have no occasion to compliment 
the Army of our country, if our little band can be 
called an army. ‘They require no compliments. 
They stand in need of ‘* material aid,’’ and L hope 
this House will grantit. [ was very much pained 
to hear my worthy and distingujshed friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] state to the House 
that he would not raise the salary of any man who 
receives more than forty dollars a month. I was 
sorry to hear it. I shall not allude to any motive 
that would induce gentlemen here to pay privates 
and not pay officers. “That while the one might 
be popular, the other might be odious; I do not 
believe that that is enlightened public sentiment. 
The people are willing to do justice to all, and | 
did think that the position of my friend was taking 
a step lower as to pay than his uniformly high- 
toned manly course had induced me to expect 
from him. 

Mr. LETCHER. Theargument of the centle- 
man from New York illustrates exactly this, and 
nothing more; that because you have taken one 


false step, you must take another. His argument 
is, that because Congress have increased the sala- | 


ries of the clerks and other employees of the Gov- 
ernment, a step admissedly wrong, and because a 
dollar ten or twenty years ago was worth more 
than a dollar now, it follows, as a necessary con- 
sequence, that you must increase the pay of the 
Army officers and men to a corresponding extent. 
You have started wrong, but because you have 
started, yon must go on wrong. 

Mr. 1NGERSOLL. I would like to ask the 
gentleman what percentage upon the present pay 
itis proposed to give these men? 

Mr. LETCHER. | do not know precisely, 
but I suppose about twenty percent. I judge from 
the fact that that is about the proportion that is 
kept up in the various departments of Govern- 
ment. I presume that is about the percentage 
that is proposed to pay by this bill. 

Mr.PECKHAM. The gentleman is mistaken. 
It is less than ten per cent. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, sir, I think, if the 
gentleman will take the pay of all these officers, 
he will find that I am not far from right. 
increase in the case of the rank and file is more 
than twenty per cent. * 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. : 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Rogsins’s 
amendment. 


Mr. HUNT, in substance, said: Mr. Chair- 


man, I have been shocked at the attack which has | 


been made on the Army of the country. It was 


traly remarked by the eloquent gentleman from | 


Maryland, that in times of danger men are ready 
to do honar to those to whom their liberties are 
intrusted, and to increase their pay. But, sir, 
what do we now witness? A barbarous assault 
ismade upon the Army. Some gentlemen are 
unwilling to fill up its diminished ranks, and to 
supply the numbers necessary to meet the exi- 
gencies of the times; while others, though willing 
to recruit the service, and to give an increased pay 
to the privates, wholly refuse to do equal justice 
to the officers, by increasing their slender pay. 
Mr. Chairman, the Army is a military system, 
and as such, it should be fairly kept up. Fastics 
should be done alike to the officer and to the sol- 
dier, It is demagogism to declare, ‘I love the 
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sty in the service, at the petty pay of about 'T and uphold a due system of rank and order. We 


The | 





| have been officially informed that four thousand 
| men are needed for the Army; that such is the 
want of troops on our frontier, there is no safety 
for life and property there, and that murders and 
| depredayons are of constant occurrence. Can an 
American Congress allow such a state of things to 
| continue? Soldiers are wanted, and soldiers must 
| be had. And, sir, they can only be had by the 
means designated by the bill—-an increase of pay. 
| lt will not answer to say that our citizens can 
protect themselves. It is the duty of Goveroment 
| to protect them—a duty that cannot be dispensed 
with. Besides, | am us willing to trust to the loose 
and disjointed action of our citizens, conducted 
without system and authority. The, in all prob- 
abilty, ill-directed efforts of volunteers, will not be 
half so good in the way of protection as those of 
our regular soldiery. Moreover, their acts will 
be those of men heated by revenge, and reckless 
of right, and not of men well-tempered and just— 
of soldiers always standing by the law, and only 
| operating in a hostile manner to bring about and 
| to secure peace, law, and order in the country. 
And, sir, in addition to these observations, it may 
be added, that the expense of this species of war- 
fare would be enormous, and would at last be de- 
frayed by the Government that had failed to per- 
form its duty in the first instance, 

And here, sir, | will say a word or two on the 
proposed increase of pay for the soldier. If this 
question were submitted to the people of the 
United States, they would say, give such an 
amendment as will command the services of proper 
men for the ranks—of Americans, if it be practi- 
cable, whom you now exclude by your low rates. 
Depend not, as you have been doing, upon for- 
eigners, who may be willing to take a pittance; 
but offer such a sum for enlistment as will induce 
ardent and patriotic young citizens to leave their 
peaceful shades, and array themselves under the 

| banner of their country; especially under the pres- 
eng bill, which stimulates embition by opening the 
door of preferment to merit and good conduct. 

1 will now briefly notice some remarks that 
have been made in the course of the debate. It 
was substantially contended by an opponent of 
the bill, that the families of officers ought not to 

| be provided for like those of gentlemen in civil 
life; that their children ought not to be educated in 
the arts and sciences, and trained in the accom- 
plishments and refinements of polite society; and 

|| it was especially insisted that officers and their 
families ought not to go to balls and routs. He 
who imagines that he can commend himself to 
favor by such narrow and illiberal views, deludes 
himself, and does great injustice to the good sense 
and Sood feeling of any portion of the American 
constituency. 





| have proposed to increase the pay of a major | 


general with a view to make these desultory ob- 
servations; but [ am led by the proposition to sub- 
mit a few remarks suggested by it. The pay of 
the general-in-chief of the Army is altogether in- 
adequate, considering his position, and apart from 
| his distinguished services to the country. Sir, 
gentlemen who are opposed to increasing the pay 
|| of such an officer, do not reflect upon the expenses 
|| incident to his position, and upon the long or ex- 
| traordinary course of services necessary to obtain 
|| his commission, and upon the skill, knowledge, 
| and ability requisite for the performance of those 
|| services. In any other country than our own, 
|| such services as General Scott has rendered his | 
| country, would have secured the largest fortune, 
|| as well as the highest honor. In ours, it leaves 
| the hero nothing beyond his fame, and the love | 
and heart-felt gratitude of his fellow-citizens—the | 
| noblest and sweetest of human rewards, truly— 
|| but still, such as ought also to be accompanied | 
|| with the comforts and enjoyments which wealth | 
| could supply to him and his family. ’ 
Mr. Chairman, it was the knowledge of the nar- 
|| row fortune of our illustrious fellow-citizen that 
| led a neighboring nation, not long since, to ima- 
|| gine that he might accept her chiet magistracy or 
imperial rule. But, sir, it wasa vain and delusive | 
| 


imagination. Faithful tc his country, and true to | 
his fame, the noble patriot clung fast to his com- 
| mission. May his virtue inspire us with a proper | 
feeling to do him justice in regard to rank and for- | 
tune. He who asserts that the pay of a major 
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and long service necessary to reach that position 
in the regular Ariny. Such an officer must be 
a man of science; not only be a thorough and 
accomplished soldier, in a limited or merely tech- 
nical sense, but a jurisconsult and international 
lawyer, fit to negotiate treaties, and, if necessary, 
to do as General Scott did in Mexico, frame and 
promulgate in the midst of arms a wise and no- 
ble code of laws and morals adapted to the cir- 
cumstances in which fortune had placed the victor 
and the vanquished,a code which would establish 
his reputation alike for humanity and wisdom. 
The reroarks in respect to the pay of a major 
general have their application in a proper degree 
to the inferior grades of authority. Let us then, 
Mr. Chairman, stand as well by the officers as by 
the soldiers of the Army. Let us cherish science. 
Let us honor patriotism. Let us reward service. 

It is said that we have all the officers that we 
need, and that others not in serviceare in waiting 
for advancement. Whatof it? Does this prove 
that service ought not to be properly rewarded ? 
Is it contended that we may have ignorant men 
for low prices? Shame upon such barbarism ' 
What gentleman would dare to stand before an 
enlightened constituency, and maintain such a 
proposition ? 

| Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. PHELPS. I was not aware that any 
gentleman here had assailed the officers of the 
Army. In any remarks | have made, I have been 
far from assailing the character of any officer of 
the Army of the United States; and, therefore, 
the remarks in which the gentleman from Louis- 
iwha [Mr. Hunt} has indulged can have no ap- 
plication to anything I may have said. I have 
obtained the floor for the purpose, if permitted to 
do so, as I know it is not exactly in order, of in- 
dicating what | desire to offer as a substitute for 
the bill under consideration. | desire to’ present 
it to the committee at this time, entertaining, the 
opinion that——- 

Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. 
Is the gentleman from Missouri speaking to the 
amendment under consideration? 

fhe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is speak- 
ing in opposition to it. 

Mr..PHELPS. It must be apparent to every 
gentleman here, that we are not prepared at this 
session of Congress to legislate correctly with 
reference to the increase of salaries and compen- 
sation to be given to the officers of the Army. 
The gentleman from Louisiana correctly remarked 
that at this time there is a deficiency of men in the 

| Army. If there is a deficiency, let us remedy the 
existing evil, and let us provide for filling up the 
rank and file of the Army, in order to maintain 
peace upon the frontier, If there wasa deficiency 
of officers, and if they were resigning their com- 
missions because of the inadequacy of their pay, 
I would increase their pay so as to command the 
services of good and efficient officers. But just 
at the close of the session there is no time to de- 
termine what should be the proper compensation. 
There is no pressing necessity for action upon the 
proposition to increase the pay of these officers 
now, and we can just as well postpone it to some 
future time. It is for this reason I shall propose, 
as soon as I can havean opportunity, a substitute 
for this bill which shall provide an increase of 
pay for the rank and file of the Army, retaining 
such provisions of this bill as relate merely to the 
rank and file. 

Mr. WALSH. [I insist upon my question of 
order. The gentleman stated that he desired to 
oppose the amendment of the gentleman from 
Louisiana, but he is telling us about a new prop- 
osition which he desires to submit to the commit- 
tee. The gentleman has spoken eleven times al- 
ready upon this question 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri is in order, as he is speaking in opposition 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Lou- 
isiana, (Mr. Hunr.] 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana is to increase the pay of 
the major general, as proposed! in this bill. 1 think 
it is legitimate .o argueagainst it by saying that we 
are not prepared at this time to decide whether the 
pay of the major general, or any other officer of 
the Army named in the first section of the bill, 
ought to be increased It seems to bethe general 





men, but cannot love the officers.” A wise man || general in our service is too large, has failed to i desire of the committee that that brauch of the 
and-a patriot will properly appreciate each class, |! consider or to appreciate the knowledge, labor, ‘: question should be postponed for future considera- 
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increased. / 
obtaining that which I believe will give to us a | 
more efficient Army, that 4 shall endeavor to pre- 


sent to the committee the amendment which I have || 


indicated. 

{Cries of ‘* Question !’’ ** Question !”” 

Mr. WALSH. Is an amendment in order 
now? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not at this time; there is 
an amendment to an amendment soca 

The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. Hunt] tothe amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Grow. 

Mr. HUNT. 
amendment. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. 

The question was taken on Mr. Huwr’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I offer the following amend- 
inent to the first section of the bill: 

Section first, line sixteen, strike out the words ‘‘ twenty- 
three,’ and insert “ thirty-two;” in the nineteenth line, 


etrike oulthe word “ eighteen,” and insert “ twenty-cight”’ 
in the twentieth line 


The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) The Chair 
would suggest to the gentleman from New York 
that that amendment will be in order presently, 
but at this time it is not. The pending amend- | 
ment is the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, {Mr. Ropsins,} to strike out all | 
from the end of the fourth line to the words ‘‘a 
captain,’ in the eighth line. . 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to amend by di- 
minishing the amount proposed to be paid to the 
major general i an, 

{ was surprised, Mr. Chairman, at the speech 
of my worthy friend from Louisiana. I was sur- 
prised at the arguments he used in advocating, as 
he did, the policy of increasing the salary of that 
officer. { understood the honorable gentleman as 


| propose to withdraw my 





made upon the Army. Who—allow me to ask 
that honorable gentleman—has attacked the Army 
here to-day ? 


Mr. HUNT. Those who do not want to em- | 


ploy soldiers at their proper rate of pay. 
Mr. McMULLIN. If the gentleman intended 

to allude to me in his remarks, I expressly de- 

clared my purpose to vote to increase the pay of 


Mr. FAULKNER. I rise to a question of 
| order. I submit that that amendment is out of || 
order. 


| 





law. Sir, I am the last man in this House to de- 
tract from the merits of these gallant men, but 
when we are paying them a fair and adequate com- 
pensation, I hold that it is not right that this com- 
mittee should still increase their pay. Ifghe Army 
is not an efficient one, and it is admitted not to 


be, let men come forward and increase the pay of | 


| the rank and file, and I will vote for it. I have 
not known of an instance of any officer resigning 
because of the inadequacy of his salary. 
{Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. McMULLIN, by unanimous consent, then 
withdrew his amendment. 
Mr. GOODRICH offered the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the enacting clause of the 
bill : 


That the grade of lieutenant general be, and the same is 
hereby, revived in the Army of the United States, in order 
that when, in the opinion of the President and Senate, it 


shall be deemed proper to ackndwledge eminent services of | 


a major general of the Army in the Jate war with Mexico, in 
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tion: and there seems to be an unanimity of opin- field of battle, their widows are provided for by 
ion that the pay of the rank and file should be || 
jt is for the purpose, therefore, of || 


the mode already provided for in subordinate grades, the | 
grade of lieutenant general may be specially conferred by | 


brevet, and by brevet only, to take rank from the date of 
such service or services: Provided, however, That when 
the said grade of lieutenant general by brevet shall have 
once been filled, and have become vacant, so much of this 
bill as revives said grade in the Army shallexpire and be of 
no effect. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. Certainly it is not. 
The effect of it would be to reorganize the Army. 
Mr. GOODRICH. The object of the bill, ac- 


| cording to its title, is ‘to regulate the pay and 


increase the efficiency of the Army of the United 


| States, and for other purposes.’? Now, I should like 


| to know what that ‘‘for other purposes’’ means, 


| if it will not cover such an amendment as this. 


; | to any portion of the bill or not. 
charging, in his speeth, that attacks had been | 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will not un- 


dertake now to decide whether the amendment of | 


the gentlemen from Massachusetts will be in order 


| vania, which is to strike outa portion of the bill. 


| 


| poses to strike out seven lines. 


Mr. LETCHER. | move to amend by 
excepting the first line that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania proposes to strike out. He pro- 
| propose to 
retain one of those lines. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That is not in 


nm He certainly || 
decides that it is notin order as an amendment to | 
| the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsy]- || 


the non-commissioned officers and privates, but at | order. There is an amendment to an amendment | 


the same time I expressed my unwillingness to 


increase the pay of the commissioned officers. || 


We heard, too, from the same gentleman, some 
other charges preferred against members of this 
House. | 
speaking of demagogism' I hope the gentle- 
man did not mean to include me within the scope , 
of that term. I have heard other gentlemen, not 
in public speeches, but in conversation, speaking 
of demagogism. Sir, I tell this committee, the 
House, an 
to demago 

Mr. H 
my honor I had not the gentleman in my mind. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I do not believe the gen- 
tleman from Louisiana intended to include me. 
But the charge has been preferred against some- 
body. 





ue, if I do so at all 


of order. I submit that the remarks of the gen- 


tleman from Virginia are not pertinent, inasmuch || 


| 


o not know to whom he alluded when || 


the country, that when | undertake || the section. 


NT, (interrupting.) One word. On | captain,” 


already pending. 
Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know the 
reason why it is not in order? 
to decide. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair thinks the 


amendment is in order, but he thinks the effect will || 


be, if adopted, to retain that line in the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. That is precisely what I 
propose. The gentleman from Pennsylvania pro- 
posed to strike out from the commencement of 
| propose to strike out after the 
| word ** rates,’’ in the fourth line, to the words ‘‘a 
in the eighth, so that the clause will 


| read: 


That the monthly pay proper of the several grades of the 
| Army, hereinafter enumerated, shall be at the following 
| rates: a captain of artillery and infantry, seventy-five dol 


|| lars, &e. . 


Mr. STUART, of Michigan. I rise to a question | 


it 


Mr. ROBBINS. That is necessary to make 
/my amendment intelligible. I accept it. 
r. LETCHER. The gentleman may accept 


as they do not concern the question before the || it after 1 have made my remarks upon it. I have 
committee, which is to decrease the pay of the | offered this amendment merely for the purpose of 


major general. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
that the gentleman from Virginia is hardly in or- | 
der. 


|| showing that the proposition of the gentleman 
The Chair is of opinion || from Pennsylvania will not work at all. 


1 If you 
| strike out all down to the word ‘*captain,’’ a cap- 
| tain of infantry and artillery will then receive 


Mr. McMULLIN. I am replying to the re- || eighty-fivedollars per month, while a major, under 


marke of the gentleman from 


uisiana, and if the present law, will get only $65 50 per month 


my remarks are out of order, his were out of or- || —@24 50 more than a major will receive; and with 


der. But I desire to proceed in order strictly. 


| the balance there would be the same dispropor- 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would state to || tion. 
the gentleman from Virginia, that the rule allowe | seven dollars, which is within $3 500 


A lieutenant of artillery would get fifty- 
what a 


five minutes for a speech in opposition to, and || major gets. My object was merely to call atten- 


five minutes in explanation of, an amendment. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I am aware of that. I | 
desire to state, in connection with the amendment | 
which I have offered, that while these gentlemen | 
are scientific men, as stated by the gentleman from | 
Louisiana, they are educated at the expense of the 
country, and not only that, if they fall upon the 





|| tion to that difficulty in the amendment of the 


gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I am glad that my col- 
league has called attention to the proposed amend- 


ment, because the scheme of compensation recom- | 


tnended by the committee, has been carefully 
made out in view of the relative rank of all the 


I ask the Chair | 








ro July 27, 
officers of the army. The amendment would 
| derange the proper proportion of pay between the 
| officers, and introduce disorder and confusion 

_- i, Ande If my amendment prevaiieg 

would the of sergeant-major be ; 
that of lieutenant? ° , ~~ im 

Mr. FAULKNER. It would not. 

Mr. ROBBINS accepted Mr. Letcuer’s amend 

ment as a modification of his own amendment _ 

The question then recurred on Mr. Rozpins’s 
/ amendment. 

Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. McMotty 

and WHEELER were appointed. 

Mr, PECKHAM. Before the vote is taken, } 
| the consent of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| I desire to modify his amendment, so as to mak, 
| the pay of major ninety dollars per month. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Penp. 
sylvania cannot accept the amendment, for he pro- 
| poses to strike out those very words. 

Mr. PECKHAM. Then I move to amend by 
inserting, as the pay of major, ninety dolla 
instead of ninety-five dollars per month. 

The question was taken; and the amendmen 
was rejected. 

Tne question was then taken on Mr. Rossing’; 
amendment; and the tellers reported—ayes forty- 
nine, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Grow 
| amendment. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded tellers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Paiuurs, 
/and Davis of Rhode Island, were appointed, 
| The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
| —ayes 76, noes’ 53. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. WALSH. I suppose my amendment is 
now in order. 

Mr. Watsn’s amendment was reported, as 
| follows: 


re, 


Strike out all.after the word ‘* dollars”? in the fourteenth 
line, to and including the word “ dollars”’ in the twenty- 
sixth line, and insert ‘‘ a sergeant. major, quartermaster. ser 
| geant, principal musician, chief bugler, principal farrier, 
| and ordnance-sergeant, twenty three dollars; to each first 
| sergeant of a company of dragoons, mounted riflemen, artil- 
lery, and infantry, twenty-one dollars ; to all other sergeants 
of those arms, twenty-eight dollars; to a corporal of dra- 
goons and mounted riflemen, twenty-five dollars; to a 
corporal of artillery and infantry, twenty five dollars; toa 
farrier, blacksmith, saddler, and artificer of dragoons, 
mounted riflemen, and artillery, fifteen dollars ; to a bugier 
of dragoons and mounted riflemen, twelve dollars; to a 
musician of artillery and infantry, eleven dollars ; to a pri- 
vote of dragoons and mounted riflemen, eleven dollars; and 
to a private of artillery and infantry, ten dollars.” 


Mr. WALSH. 


The abuses which exist in the 


|| Army are so numerous and so intolerably flagrant, 


and ‘have been clung to with such pertinacity— 
| with such a contumacious disregard of public sen- 
| timent on the subject, that the indignation of the 
| people, thus aroused, has at length imperatively 
| demanded some action on the subject by Congress, 
| which should at least partially correct the evil. 
| The bill reported by the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, now under discussion, and to which | 
| have offered a salutary and very reasonable amend- 
‘| ment, is claimed, by its, supporters, to meet this 
|, demand. But, while its pretended design it to aid 
|| those most deserving, and most in need of aid, 
|| little scrutiny will readily convince every honest 
|| and unprejudiced man that its real purpose is to 
| give the eggs to the commissioned officers, and the 
1 soup, in which they have been boiled, to the poor 
|| non-commissioned officers and privates. {Laugh- 
|| ter 

| ai: sir, 1, for one, shall join in no vulgar war- 
|| fare against the officers as such. I shall not echo 
the demagogue cry that they are alrendy receiving 
'| entirely too much pay, but I do insist that that of 
|| the private, the mechanic, and the other hard 
| working, harder used, and miserably remunerated 
| men attached to the Army, should be increased 
| to, at least, the extent set forth in my amendment. 
'|T am well satisfied that while it is much more 
|| pleasant to be a colonel, or even captain, at fift 

| cents a month, than to be a private at twenty dol- 
‘| lars, men who are capable of performing the du- 
|| ties of officers are not so overflowing with ques- 


| 
; 


'| for nothing for a Government which can squander 
| millions annually upon the most unworthy objects. 
| Sir, if our coast were blockaded, our commerce 

driven from the seas, our Treasury empty, our 
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- redit and resources exhausted, and our soil pol- + 
lated by the presence of a foreign foe, there is no 
rd, oatriotic man in the country who would not wil- 
- ingly assume, and patiently endure his full share 
sfthegeneralcalamity. Butina time of profound 
neace, and unexampled prosperity like the pres- 
d. ‘nt, with a surplus of thirty millions in the Treas- 


ry, and a grasping and unscrupulous horde of 

u ’ - . ? . ° 

ss ouitures taxing their miserable wits, and vile in- 
genuity, to devise schemes by which they ma 
jeplete it, no man is called upon, or indeed justi- 


In fed, in sacrificing himself or family by serving the 
Government for a eompensation less than that to } 

ry which he is by his capacity or services entitled. 

a, Sir, after all the laudation which has so repeat- 

ke edly been here heaped upon the ** poor soldier,’’ 


and the ** working man,’’ I had confidently hoped 
that some gentleman would have saved me the 
necessity of having to offer this amendment in 
their behalf. Latterly, 1 have had no desire to 
y speak on those subjects, because I have a greet 
8, aversion—I feel an utter abhorrence at the bare 
thought of being confounded, even in the remotest 
nt degree, with those hollow-hearted individuals who 
clamor so loudly and incgssantly about the wrongs 
’ and sufferings of the industrious poor, while gen- 
J erally proverbial, where known, as among those 
most instrumental in producing those wrongs, and 
most inexorably rapacious in preying upon those 
‘ sufferings. 1 need not tell this House, nor the 
world, that I have rendered at least as much ser- 
vice to, and made as many and as bitter sacrifices 
, for the working classes and the poor, as any man 
who ever ocapied a seat upon this floor; but I 
d have heard so Much in favor of the ‘* hard-fisted’’ 
working man from those who could not them- 
selves be beat to a hard day’s work with a club, 


: (laughter ;] [ have heard so much about land 
monopoly from the largest land owners in the 
5 United States; I have heard so much driveling 


and impudent profession upon all those matters, 
by men whose daily acts violate their professions, 
. that ! have not only a delicacy, but an absolute 

repugnance towards saying anything on such oc- 


’ casions, when | can avoid it with anything like |! 


justice to myself, and those whom I have, at all 
: times and in all places, defended when defense 
was needed, and promised to effect any good. 

The great evil of the present day is an entire 
absence of all real faith and sincerity. We have 
a plenty of empty professions. ‘he world is 
literally satiated with loud sounding professions, 
a3 hollow as the hearts of those who make them. 
Mankind now want practice, not preaching. The 
Christianity of religion, and the Democracy of 
politics have become mere idle abstractions, at 
least with those who claim to be the chosen ex- 
: pounders and defenders of each. Their great, 
humanizing mission is treated as an obsolete idea, 
and is chiefly used by heartless hypocrites as an 
effective means of gulling the multitude whom | 
they are plundering, while deluding. If we are 
to have aristocrats, and there does not seem to be 
any likelihood of getting rid of them very soon, 
let them be men of diamond breastpins, Spanish 
cloaks, gaudy equipages, and a bearing as proud 
as the promptings of their hearts would have it. | 
Let us have men who openly avow their purpose || 
tothe world, and advertise their intention of ren- | 
dering the rights and interests of all subservient 
to their own luxurious enjoyment and personal 
gratification, and while I cannot approve the heart- 
lessness of such conduct, while I despise and | 
detest the craven servility of the masses who sub- | 
mit to it, [ cannot, but admire the boldness and | 
independence, which, seeking no justification be- 
yond its own caprice and power, indignantly | 
spurns concealment. I can stand almost anything | 
which is open, bold, and manly, but I loathe, de- | 
test, and execrate grasping avarice, and intolerant || 
purse proud aristocracy, when, hypocritically as- | 
suming the garb of mock humility, it unblush- 
ingly styles itself ** Democracy, and the poor 
man’s friend.’’ 

(Here the hammer fell.] 
ae of **Go on!”’ “Go on!” all over the 

all. 

_Mr. INGERSOLL obtained the floor in oppo- | 
sition to the amendment, but yielded to Mr. 

ALSH. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 

ew York wish to oppose the amendment? 

Mr. WALSH. No, sir; I do not belong to 
those who blow both hot and cold on the same 
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quéstion. 1 would inquire of the Chair if further 
amendment be now in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. WALSH. ThenI move an increase of 
one dollaymore per month to the proposed pay of 
the soldiers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman cannot 
move toamend his own amendment, but he may 
move to amend that portion of the bill proposed to 
be stricken out. 

Mr. ORR. I| move to amend the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, by reducing the 
proposed pay of privates from eighteen dollars to 
eleven dollars. | have no remark to make. 

Mr. WALSH. I hope that amendment wilil 
not prevail. It must be well known to all that our 
Army differs essentially in certain respects from 
all other armies. It does not move and act, 
during times like the present, in large bodies. It 
is sparsely scattered over a vast frontier, where 
it is often absolutely necessary that a single soldier 
shall rely exclusively on his own individual intel- 
ligence—where he has no one but himself to con- 
sult, and consequently he should be a man of 
much higher intelligence and energy, than can be 
procured, in any number, for less than twenty 
dollars a month. Five thousand of the right 
sort of men, sir, are far better for our purposes 
than seven, or even ten thousand, of those who 
can, asa general thing, be entrapped at the present 
shamefully pitiful prices. It may, and doubtless 
is, perfectly appropriate, that a heartless, grasp- 
ing, and inexorable wretch in private life, should 
take every possible advantage of the necessities 
of his fellow men, but it is utterly disgraceful in 
a great, wealthy, and prosperous nation, like 
ours, to imitate the base example. Its duty is to 
protect—not prey upon—the misfortunes of the 
most helpless and destitute portion of its citizens. 
Poverty has been repeatedly coupled with dis- 
grace, during the debates of this session, and even 
by men, too, who affect great love for the working 
classes. 

The term loafer, has been repeatedly applied to 
the most industrious and deserving men—to men 
whose only offense has been that of being so ab- 
jectly poor, as to be compelled to accept whatever 
pittance selfishness and injustice might deign to 
offer for their services and labor. Sir, a man’s 
poverty, at the present day, and at all other times 


for anything I have ever been abie to learn to the | 


contrary, is far oftener the result of au unshaken 
devotion to principle, far oftener the legitimate 
consequence of a generous and high-toned nature, 
than of any want of worth or competency in the 
individual. Rich men are usually much more 
indebted for their wealth to their heartlessness 
than any superior ability. How can you expect 


| to get soldiers for seven, or even ten dollars, a 


month? If they received three times what even 
I propose to give them, they would, with the ex- 
ception of sailors and marines, be, by far, the 
worst paid persons in the service of the Govern- 


| ment. 


We are very ready to claim, and very desirous 


of appropriating to the national fame, all the glory | 


which the fatigue, the privation, the peril, and the 
suffering of the poor private won for our arms in 
Mexico; but what was our treatment of these 


/same penniless heroes before they left? What 


has .it been since their return? Why, sir, the best 
recruiting officer the Governmenthad in the North 
during that war—and to the eternal disgrace of 
those who permitted it, be it said—was the atro- 
cious vagrant act. Yes; under its infamous pro- 
visions hundreds of unoffending men were kid- 
napped, many of them from famishing families, to 
win rags, wretchedness, and broken constitutions 
(if not graves) for themselves, while winning im- 
mortality for their commanders, and imperishable 
glory for the nation, by which they have been 
thus inhumanly outraged. Their treatnentin every 


respect has been the same. The Government, 


finding it impossible, even with the aid of this kid- | 


napping process, to obtain a half sufficiency of 
men at seven dollars a month, offered one hundred 
and ere acres of land to each soldier who should 
y serve duringthe war. Now, the Gov- 
ernment price of this land is one dollar and a 
uarter an acre, which would make two hundred 
dollars. Why not then give them that amount 
Because it would not enable those who 


brokers, and realize fortunes, by plundering the 








penniless, clothesiess, and war-worn soldier on his 
return 

Many of my own personal associates, among 

even the world-renow@@d New York volunteers, 
were so necessitated, on their return home, as to 
be compelled, in consequence of the combination 
which then existed among the rich rascals who 
speculated in land warrants, to dispose of thei: 
warrants for less than twenty-five dollars. Under 
the present state of things, we have generals for 
Presidents, colonels for Congressmen, and pri- 
vates for the poor houseand potter's field. Ihave 
no objection to the first; but | want something 
better for the private than a life of suffering, 
penury, and degradation, a wretched death, and 
a pauper’s grave. This is no mere declaration. 
Many of these self-same volunteers, even, who 
fought as gallantly, and suffered as uncomplain- 
ingly as ever men fought or suffered, died, in the 
very midst of the city they had honored, of abso- 
lute want, and were interred in potter’s field, and 
this, too, where clamorous patriotism and se 
philanthropy revel in the most sumptuous an 

superabundant luxury. Numbers of others have 
only been saved trom a like fate by the generous 
aid of companions nearly as poor as themselves. 
I trust, therefore, the committee will see the abso- 
lute necessity, to say nothing of the justice, of 
increasing the pay of the soldier to something 
near a proper return for his services, and I also 
hope that gentlemen who have been advocating 
the mechanics will evince the sincerity of their 
professions by voting in favor of my amendment. 

Mr. BRIDGES. I move that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and Mr. Jonus, of Ten- 
nessee, having taken the chair as Speaker pro 
lempore, the Chairman of the committee reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union had had under consideration, according - 


to the special order of the House, Senate bill (No. 
119) ‘* to regulate the pay and increase the effi- 
ciency of the Army of the United States, and for 
other purposes,"’ and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. ORR. I ask the unanimous consent of the 

House to offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
| quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interests, the correspondence between the 
|, Secretary of State and our Minister to the Netherlands, in 

the case of Captain Walter M. Gibson. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 

quested to communicate to thia House, if not incompatible 
| with the public interests, the correspondence from the Con 

sul General of Egypt on the subject of the expulsion of the 
| Greeks from Egypt. 

The question was taken; and the resolutions 

were severally adopted. 


Mr. SOLLERS. 
now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House thereupon (at thirty-five minutes 
past three o’clock, p. m.) adjourned till to-mor 
|| row at 11 o’clock, a. m. 


I move that the House do 


IN SENATE. 
Trourspay, July 27, 1854. 

Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the Journal of 
| yesterday. At the end of five minutes— 

Mr. BRODHEAD said: I presume it will take 
| half an hour to read the remainder of the Journal. 
| Yesterday morning we suspended the reading of 
| the Journal of the previous day. ! hope the same 
| course will be pursued now. 


| The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
}.consent. Is there objection? 
| 
| 


Mr. CHASE. I object. 
The Secretary continued, and concluded the 
|| reading of the Journal; and it wa®approved. - 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


| Am e was received from the House of 
| Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
| announcing that they had passed a bil! making 
| appropriations for the band! csevies for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1855, in which they re- 
|| quested the concurrence of the Senate. 
|| Theabove named bil! was read a first and second 
|| tume by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 
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SHARP'S RIFLE. filed at the Department; but, by some means, has 
Mr. TOUCEY submitted the following resolu- || gone out of the possession of the War Department, 
tion: which was considered by unanimous consent, and is beyond theirreach, It is highly necessary, 
and agreed to: - in view of the private claims continually coming 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be in up, that the Department should have thednforma- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of an appropriation || tion desired. 1 should have no objection to a 
for the purchase of the Sharp rifle, for the use of the Army separate proposition for the State of lowa; but I 
of tap Dantes Hanies. can see no similarity between the two cases, 
CAPTAIN LESLIE COOMBS. The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- | 0, and the amendment, as amended, was adopted. 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, Mr. WELLER. ‘Is thereany amendment now 
and agreed to: before the Senate ? 
Resoleed, That the Committee on Pensions be, and they Mr. FITZPATRICK. 7 
are hereby, inatracted to inquire into the expediency of al- || California will indulge me, I will make a brief 
Jowing the Jate Captain Leslie Coombs, all the arrearages | statement in reference to the motion to reconsider, 
of pension justly due to him. which I made. 
MRS. BATCHELDER. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricuart in 
Mr. ADAMS. I move to postpone the prior the chair.) There is another amendment which 
orders with a view of taking up the bill for the || W48 passed over on Saturday last. It is one re- 
relief of Mrs. Batchelder. ported from the Committee on Finance, to add the 
Mr. WADE. Will the Senator allow me to || following additional sections: 
make a report from the Committee on Claims? 
Mr. ADAMS. | insist on my motion, and ask 


Sec. —. And he it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of 
for a vote upon it oe Sante, cia tes sa be Se best amtnertont 1 

day . t 38 r, atac 82 xcee 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest to the Sen- || $4,000 per annum, to ascertain the nature, character, ex- 
ator from Mississippi, that if he will allow us to || tent, and value of all valid claims arising in Washington 
finish the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill Se ee ee ee Britain 
to-day, he can, after that, get up his bill much | of the 15th of June, 18465 ane shou d said claims, or any 

, || part thereof, be deemed of sufficient public and political 
more easily than now. We ought to finish that |) jpportance to justify or require the measure, the President 
bell to-day, 80 that the House may have a chance || is hereby authorized to direct said commissioner to agree 
of seeing our amendments. It will not be long ser a samen ye bp ox Hudson’s _ os “ the 

. : * relinquishment of their claims on a just and fair valuation, 
before the day of ad ournment comes round, and and to pay over the amount so agreed upon, upon a full 
i hope we shall go immediately to the considera- || and entire surrender and relinquishment of all right, title, 
tion of that bill. claim, interest, and demand therein and thereto to the 

Mr. BADGER. I hope so too. ae ee ee “ a land acquired 

! ‘ . under this section shal] be subject to donation or preémp- 

Mr. ADAMS. I have great anxiety for the tion, but shall be sold at public auction, unless in cases 
c »nsideration of the bill which I propose to take where, in the opinion of the commissioner, the sum bid 
up, and would not think of continuing its consid- || for any particular parcel or piece shall be less than a fair 
eration longer than the morning hour, but if the 
general wish be that we shall go on with the civil 


price therefor, to be ascertained by the commissioner afore- 
said, said sales to be made for cash, and at such times and 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, | will give way 
fer that purpose. 


places, and with such postponements as may be directed 

by the said commissioner; and for carrying into effect the 

provisions of this section, in case of purchase, a sum not 

|| exceeding $300,000 is hereby appropriated: Provided, That 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. || the amount to be paid for all said claims, rights, and inter- 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 move then to postpone the || ests, shall not exceed the sum herein appropriated ; and for 

- : . . defraying the expenses of the commission, the further sum 

prior order, for the purpose of taking up the bill || og dollars is hereby appropriated, payable out of any 
from the House of Representatives ** making ap- || money in the ‘Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses ; Bac. = And am forther enacted, is in case it abel 

P ‘ : ‘ ye deemed inexpedient to sell said lands and improvements, 

of the Government for the year ending June 30, inasedintily jereny part thereof, the seeuldduetieel bev ene 

1855.”’ [| hope Senators will permit it to be taken 
up so that we may finish it to-day. 


he is hereby, authorized, on the extinguishment of the title 
as aforesaid, to direct the commissioner to take possession 

Mr. CHASE. | trust that the Senator will 
allow the committees to report. 


of the same, for and in the name of the United States, and 

|| to lease the same on such terms and conditions, and for 

eure. such sum or sums as he may deem proper and right, sub- 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall devote to-day || ject, however, to sale, when, in bis opinion, it may be 

to the civil and diplomatic bill, and reports can be || proper, after the United States surveys have been extended 

made to-morrow. || over the same. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate ac-|| Mr. HUNTER. I move to fill the blank for 

cordingly resumed the consideration of the bill. || the expenses of the commissioner, with $500. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. 1 move to reconsider The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
the vote by which the Senate yesterday rejected | to, 
the amendment of the honorable Senator from ||} Mr, WELLER. I take it for granted that this 
Delaware, (Mr. Crarron,] allowing the same | subject has been properly investigated by the Com- 
compensation to the clerks in the State Depart- || mittee on Finance, who reported the amendment. 
ment as to those in the other Departments. || It seems to me, however, that it is a very singular 

The PRESIDENT. That motion will be re- || amendment to move to the civil and diplomatic 
ceived, but it cannot be considered at present, as | appropriation bill. [t embraces a large subject, 
there isan amendment offered yesterday by the || and provides for the appointment of.a commis- 
Senator from Florida, [Mr. Matiory,) which | sioner to pass upon great questions. 
is pending, to add the following as an additional || me that it ought to have been brought forward as 
section: la separate proposition, It is a subject of much 

Serco. —. nd be it further enacted, That the President of | importance, an 


the United Siates be authorized and directed to appoint | sideration before it is adopted. The Committee 
two persons to investigate and collect proof, under the || 


instructions of the Department of the Interior, of the dep- || ° Finance, however, having given it full inves- 
redations upon private property by the Indians in Florida, || tigation, and recommended its passage, as a matter 
subsequent to the 25th of December, 1835—the report and || of course, | interpose no objection. 

testimony to be submitted to Congress at its next session. Mr. HUNTER. > 


| 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I am friendly to the |! that in the progress of our investigations on this 
| 
| 





amendment of the Senator from Florida, but |) bill, that estimate was sent down by the Secretary 
there is an exactly similar case in Iowa, and I || of State. He was very anxious that it should go 
trust, therefore, that my friend from Florida will || in this bill. He submitted with it a report of 
allow the benefits of his amendment tobe extended | Governor Stevens, a very able report, which 
to my State. We are twin sisters; we were born | shows the fact that we are getting into collisions 
together, and hope we shall not be separated in || with these companies, who have certain rights 
an® measure of redress when we have alike suf- || under the Ashburton treaty. It is important that 
fered. I move, therefore, to add after **Florida”’ | these things should be settled and got out of the 
the words ‘‘and Iowa.”’ In that frontier State || way. If foreigners have rights in our territory, 
we suffered from like Gepredations. I trust, there- || they miay become troublesome. 
fore, my friend will agree to my amendment, There is a limit in the amendment as to thesum 
Mr, MALLORY. Mr. President, the testimony which shall be paid. The commissioner is not to 
which it is sought to elicit by the amendment || 
which I have offered, was once obtained by offi- 
cers of the Army who were detailed for that pur- 
pose, so that | presume this will involve no addi- 
tional expense whatever. The information was 


ored to sell their rights some years ago, they asked 
$1,200,000. This is carefully guarded and drawn 
up by the State Department, with the assistance, 
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If the Senator from * 


It seems to | 


is entitled to that degree of con- | 


1 will state in regard to this, | 


rchase unless for a sum not exceeding $300,000. | 
e all know that when these companies endeav- | 
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i believe, of the Land Office. It contains two sec. 
tions in erder to preserve the valuable Propert 
which may be acquired by purchase, conristin 
in part of improved farms and houses, There 
does remain the objection of putting it in the civil 
and diplomatic bill; but, sir, it is to be remembered 
that that is the bill upon which the State Depart 
ment relies for its appropriations. The fact re 
it has two or three sections, arises out of the de- 
sire to guard the United States in relation to the 
property which is proposed to be purchased, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. President, I now 
move to reconsider the vote by which the amend. 
ment proposed by the Senator from Delaware {Mr 
Crayton] yesterday was rejected, as I think the 
Senate could not have understood the question jp. 
volved atthetime. As it was, sir, the amendment 
| proposed to provide compensation for the em. 

ployees in the office of the Secretary of State. The 
were supposed to have been provided for in the bil] 
reported from the Committee on Retrenchment 
'and Reform some time ago, but | understand that 
under some regulation or order, they were ruled 
out, and have not been put on the same footing as 
all the clerks in the other Departments. When] 
reached the Senate yesterday the amendment was 
then under discussion; the vote was about being 
taken, and I did not really understand the ques. 
tion myself. Since-then, | have been assured b 
the chairman of the Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform, [Mr. Apams,] that in the original 
bill they were proposed to be put upon precisely 
the same footing with all the clerkaap the various 
Departments which that bill was nded to pro- 
vide for; but, under certain rules of construction, 
they have been excluded, and hence receive a lower 
_ compensation for their services than those in any 
other Department. I trust, therefore, that the 
| Senate will agree to reconsider the vote of yester- 
| day, and that the amendment of my friend from 
Delaware will prevail. 
|. The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur.) 
It is moved to reconsider the vote disagreeing to 
| the amendment to insert in the bill the following: 

That the act approved the 22d of April, 1854, entitled 
| ** An act to amend the third section of the act making ap- 
| propriation for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Govern- 
| ment for theryear ending the 30th June, 1864, and for other 

purposes,” shall be so construed as in regard to increased 
| compensation for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June 
last, to include within its provisions the clerks of the De- 
partment of State, and the clerks in the office of the Coast 
| Survey; and that the chief clerk in that department shall 
| receive the same compensation as the chief clerk in the 
| other departments of the Government for the last fiscal 
year; and that the money necessary to carry these pro- 


visions into effect is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. ADAMS. IfI can have the attention of . 
the Senate for a very few minutes, | will explain 
'thatamendment. ‘The bill reported by the Com- 

mittee on Retrenchment and Reform, which passed 
the Senate some time ago, was intended to extend 
to the different Executive departments in Wash- 
ington. Under the bill classifying the clerks in the 
different Departments, it so happened that those in 
| the State Department were not classified. There 
was a provision in the bill, however, which, it 
was believed by the committee, would extend to 
all clerks whether classified or not, by reference to 
the character of the labor they were performing. 
When the bill was before the Senate, the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. Crayton] inquired of me 
whether it embraced the clerks in the State De- 
partment. All the reasons, if they were good, for 
|embracing the clerks of the other departments, 
operated equally in favor of these clerks. 1! so 
stated to him at the time, and, consequently, it 
was then understood that they were embraced. 
The Attorney General determined that they were 
embraced. The Comptroller entertained a different 
opinion; and they have been excluded by his de- 
| cision. I think all the reasons operate in their case 
which operated in the others, and that was the 
| reason that it was proposed to provide for them. 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the vote will not be 
reconsidered. If it is, we shall have amendments 
offered embracing all the other clerks in the Dis- 
‘| trict.. | hope when we have decided a question 
| weshall adheretoit. . : 

Mr. CLAYTON. How can itbe possible that 
any other amendment will be offered, founded upon 
| this reason? This amendment was offered for the 











|| express pu of carrying out the provisions of 
an existing aw. Itdoes not make a new law; 
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i passed fixing the compensation of the clerks 
winch pees ; 


Jepartment as well as the others. The Attorney 
Gener oe 
in both Houses gave the same opinion. Nobody 
doubted it: and yet the Comptroller determined 
that those clerks were excluded. This is nothing 
ore than & proposition to pay them for the last 
éscal year the same sum as the others, Itisa 
small _ 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, __ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on agreeing to the amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. Is it on agreeing to it as it was 


rejected? oi i g 
inne PRESIDING OFFICER. lis. 
Mr. RUSK. 


understood to embrace the clerks of the State 
wie & 


al gave the same Opinion; the committees | 


matter, but itis a matter of absolute justice. 


An amendment was attached to 


it before 1t was rejected to include the clerks in | 


the Coast Survey. it was so amended yesterday, 
and after that amendment had been made the 
whole was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now is on the wholeamendment as it was rejected 
yesterda 


Mr. PEARCE. That amendment, I believe, | 


inclades the pay of clerks and other employees in 
the Coast Survey. 

Mr. RUSK. The clerks only. 

Mr. PEARCE. I think the Senate had better 
not meddle with that matter. 
the pay of clerks and other employees in the Coast 
Survey is devolved upon the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

ensation as he sees right and proper; and in point 
of fact [ believe their pay is better graduated ac- 


cording to their merits and services, than in any | 


other Department of the Government. I think 
it would be a great deal better to leave them alone, 
and let the power remain where it is, and where 
it has been exercised judiciously. If there be 
any necessity for an alteration of their salaries, it 


can be done by the Secretary of the Treasury. I | 


hope, therefore, the Senate will not agree to that 
part of the amendment. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. 


for in it, has been thoroughly examined by a com- 


mittee, and the object was to put the employees | 


in the State Department upon an equal footing with 
the others who now receive a higher compensa- 
tion than those employed in the State Department. 
Now, I submit to the Senator from Texas, how it 


is possible that Senators can vote understandingly | 
upon the proposition which he offers, when it has | 
never been submitted toa committee. I do we 


know myself what compensation the clerks in the 
Coast Survey receive. 

The clerks in the State Department stand upon 
avery different -ground. 
Committee on Retrenchment and Reform was to 
include the clerks in the State Department in the 


bill which provides for the compensation of all the | 
1 do not understand that the case of | 
the clerks in the Coast Survey has undergone any | 


other clerks. 


examination before any of our committees, but, on 
the contrary, the clerks in the State Department 
have, and it was supposed that they were pro- 
vided for in the bill reported by that committee. 
Then, as the Senator from Maryland [Mr. 


Pearce] says, the clerks in the Coast Survey are | 
as well paid as any class of clerks in the Govern- | 


ment. I hope, therefore, my friend from Texas 


will not embarrass the amendment, for it is literally | 


and truly carrying out what thecommittee intended 


to do before, but which has been prevented by | 


one of the officers of the Government. 
Mr. RUSK. Iam not seeking to. embarrass 


the amendment. I am offering a more meritorious | 


one than the original proposition itself. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


ment of which the Senator from Texas speaks, | 


in regard to the clerks in the office of the Coast 
Survey, was put in the amendment yesterday, and 
is therefore a part of the original amendment. 
Mr. RUSK. Yes, sir. 
Mr. PEARCE, Then, as that provision is in 
e amendment, I move to strike it out. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That cannot |, 
done. Itcan be reached only by moving to | 


reconsider the vote by which it was inserted yes- 
terday. 


Mr. PEARCE. 1 make that motion. 


The regulation of | 


He can fix, and he can alter their com- | 


I trust my friend from I) 
Texas will not embarrass the original amendment. | 
The case of the clerks proposed toybe provided | 


The intention of the | 
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che Senator from Mississippi has said, the bill || Mr. RUSK. Did the Senator vote in the affirm- 


ative? 

Mr. PEARCE, [ did not vote at all. 

Mr. ADAMS. Before the vote is taken I wish 
to say, that in fixing the compensation of the 
clerks, the Committee on Retrenchment and Re- 
form adopted the rule, that, when the head of 
a Department had the right to fix the compen- 
sation, we would not interfere with it. When 
the law fixed it, we ihvestigated the maiter, and 
determined upon what we considered would be a 
proper compensation; but in no instance did we 
intentionally—although we did it in one or two 
cases by mistake—interfere with it where the head 
of a Department, as in this case, has the right to 
fix it. We supposed that the head of a Depart- 
ment would be a better judge of the value of the 
services of the employees than we could be, and 
Congress having left it to him, that we should not 
interfere. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment including the clerks in 
the Coast Survey was adopted. ‘ 

Mr. RUSK. If 1 understood the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] he stated 
that the intention of the committee was only to 
operate upon such as had their salaries fixed by 
law, and not upon those which were left to the 
discretion of the head of the Department. If that 
was the case, it was gross injustice towards these 
clerks. | take issue with the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, (Mr. Pearce} as to their being 
weil paid. There are men—excellent clerks— 
there, with families, getting $900 a year. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will state to the Senator that 
I said nothing about their being well paid. I 
stated that their pay was better graduated, accord- 
ing to their merits and services, than in any other 
department; of that] am sure. I know that the 
employees in the Coast Survey begin with low sal- 
aries, which! think an excellent thing. They give 
to a Young man employed in the field, | think, 
about $190 a year and rations. They make him 
learn something before they undertake to give him 
|| high pay. 

That is a proper principle, and I think it would 
be well if it was carried outa little further. [ hoid 
that all who are in the Coast Survey, and who 
are called upon to perform services which enutle 
them to a large remuneration, get an adequate re- 
muneration; and the thing is better arranged under 
the system which now prevails, than it will be if 
we undertake by law to change it. 

Mr. RUSK. This does not alter the arrange- 
ment by law atall. It only gives to these clerks 
the same extra additional compensation which 1s 
given to all the other clerks. The Senator from 
Maryland admits that they areupon low pay, and 


Departmenis. Well, sir, they are more merito- 
rious. Here you have the State Department with 
the pay not well graduated, some of the clerks 
running up to $2,000 salary, and clerks in the 
Coast Survey, with families, running from $450 to 
$600 or $700 only. Now, while you propose to 
increase the salaries, which are high, of the clerks 
in the State Department, on account of the high 
| price of living in Washineton, are we to do the 
gross injustice of refusing it to those who have 
small compensation, and who discharge their du- 
ties faithfully, and are properly graduated ? 
Mr. PEARCE. We do not propose to do any- 
thing of the sort. We leave it where it has been 
all along, with the Secretary of the Treasury, to 


make the necessary and proper allowance. | say 


that is all they ought toask. We have hada suf- 
| ficiency of paying clerks without reference to their 
abilities, and | am getting tired of it. If this pro- 
vision is not stricken out, | shall vote against the 
whole amendment. 
Mr. STUART. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the Senator from Maryland. The Secretary 
| of the Treasury, as [ understand it, has now the 
power to graduate and.pay these clerks as he 
pleases, and that by a provision of law. 

Mr. PEARCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STUART. Then I do not see any diffi- 
culty on the subject. If the Secretary possesses 
| the power to raise the pay of the clerks at any 
time he pleases, under an existing law, that is 
| enough. 
| Mr. ROSK._ If the salaries of the other clerks 
|| are fixed by an existing law, so are these, when- 





| increase the others so much 


are better graduated than any clerks in any of the | 


they are now paid according to their merits, and. 
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ever the Secretary chooses to fix them, and when 
you choose, by a special act of Congress, to 
per cent,., 18 Uh not lair 


that they should be increased? 


Mr. STUART. If all ought to be increased ? 
But cannot the Secretary of the Treasury judge 
of that better than Congress? 

Mr. RUSK. Then we ought to vest the whole 
discretion in the heads of Departments. 

Mr. STUART. That is another question. 

Mr. RUSK. I dislike to see one set selected out, 
and particularly favored above ali others. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My attention hasbeen at this 
monient called to the subject, and it really appears 
very strange that all other Departments shou!d be 
provided for specially, and that these should be 
excluded—that it should be leftto a particular offi- 
cer to aiford them the extra compensation if he 
thinks proper, while all the other Departments re- 
ceive this per centage on their ordinary pay. 

Now, if it is right to givea per centage or ad- 
vance upon the pay of the regular salaried clerks 
in the different Departments, why should it not 
ve done in this Department? If the object is to 
do justic® to all, leave it to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to fix within his discretion the extras 
to be given to all the clerks, and let not an excep- 
tion be made of one particular Department. If 
tis fair to make the increase in one Department 
it is fair to make itin all. If it is fair to make it 

| generally, it is not fair to make an exception of 
this particular class of officers, so that I cannot 
see any reason for excluding these and admitting 
others. Either make it discretionary altogether, 
or make it discretionary as to none. It is the 
plainest thing in the world to my mind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. Crayton] moves to recon- 
sider the voté by which the Senate agreed to the 
amendment increasing the compensation of the 
clerks in the Coast Survey office. 

Mr. RUSK. I understand, from the honorable 
Senator from Mississippi, that there were some 
clerks in the Navy Department not ineluded in 
the provisions of the bill which has been passed; 
but on a suggestion from him, the Secretary of the 
Navy increased their compensation pro rata with 
the allowance made by Congress. This, then, is 
the only bureau which is left unprovided for. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, there 
being, on a division—ayes 25, noes 11. 

The question recurred on the original amend- 
ment of Mr. Rusk to the amendment of Mr. 
Crayton, to add, after the words ** Department of 
State,’’ the words *‘ and the clerks in the office of 
the Coast Survey.” 

Mr. RUSK. I can see no reason for any dis- 
crimmation. [ask fur the yeas and nays upon 
my amendment to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr.CLAYTON. I wish now, as the question 
is before the Senate for consideration, to suggest 


| that the amendment of the Senator from Texas 


was originally out of order. My amendment to 
provide for the clerks in the State Department was 
in order, because it was to carry out the provisions 
of an existing law. That was clear; but how.is 
this in order? It is not estimated for; it does not 
propose to carry out the provisions of an existing 
law; but is an entirely new matter. | think my 
honorable friend from Texas will see, upon the 
very suggestion of it, that his amendment was 
out of order originally. . 

Mr. RUSK. I see in the suggestion that they 

stand upon precisely the same footing as the 
others. The honorable Senator is mistaken in 
supposing that his original amendment was to 
} carry out an existing law. It goes upon the very 
ground, and he so stated, that the clerks in the 
State Department were not included in the law. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The gentleman is mistaken. 

They were included in the jaw, and the Senator 

from Mississippi has so explained ii. The commit- 

tees of both Houses so stated to the Department, 

and the Attorney Geweral so decided, and yet the 

| Treasurer has not paid it. Itis, therefore, clearly 
a case to carry out the law as it was passed, and 
as we all understood it. 

Mr. RUSK. The Secretary of the Treasury 
is the person properly charged with interpreting 
what the law is. 

Mr. CLAYTON. The Attorney General. 

| Mr. RUSK, No, sir; the Secretary of the 
| Treasury, because he has the law toexecute. He 
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that they are not included, ‘and this is to make a 
law to include them. Whatever may be the un- 
derstanding of gentlemenas to what the law ought 
to be, the case is as I have stated. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays 
upon the amendment to the amendment, resulted 
~yeas 2], nays 19; as follows: 

Y FAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Brodhead, Cass, 
Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Gillette, Gwin, 
Houston, Jones of Tennessee, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Walker, 
sod Weller—21. 

NAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bright, Clay, 
Clayton, Cooper, Dawson, Evans, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, 
Geyer, Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Rockwell, Slidell, and 
Toombs —19. 

So the amendment to the amendment was 
agreed to, and the question recurred on the amend- 
ment, as amended. 

Mr. WELLER. If 1 understand the case, this 
legislation is now necessary, in order to satisfy 
the scruples of the First Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury. Sinee I have been a member of the Senate, 
| believe, at every session, we have been compelled 
to pass a law to give an interpretatiof, such as 
was originally intended by Congress, before ac- 
counts could pass the First Comptroller of the 
Treasury. All the other officers of the Govern- 
ment have given a just and liberal construction to 
the law, and such a one as would have enabled 
these clerks to receive their pay; but, in conse- 
quence of the peculiar view taken by the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, this amendment has 
now become necessary. Sir, it does seem to me 
that the intention of Congress ought to have gov- 
erned in the interpretation of the law. The First | 
Comptroller could not have doubted that. Neither 
Congress, nor any honest man could have doubted 
as to the honest construction; but the Firat Comp- 
troller seems to have entertained his doubts, and, 
therefore, as | think, the necessity of this legisla- 
tion. 

' ‘The amendment of Mr, Crayton, as amended, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I move to reconsider the 
vote by which the Senate yesterday rejected the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Rima in relation to the compensa- 
tion of our Ministers to France and England. 

Mr. WELLER. I trust the vote will be taken 
on that motion without any discussion, for we are 
spending the whole of this day in undoing what 
was done yesterday. I hope the vote will be 
taken at once. 

Mr. MASON. The honorable Senator who 
made this motion apprised me of his intention. If 
the vote be reconsidered, | shall propose to take 
from the amendment that provision which allows 
the outfit, so as to present it in the original form, 
to increase the salary without providing the outfit, 
and I hope it may pass in that form. The Senate 
will indulge me in saying only this: That it is 
impossible for those ministers to live with their 
present salaries. They were fixed at an early 
period of the Government—lI think in 1809, or 
perhaps before that. The salaries of all the other | 
officers have been increased since then, but they 
are left exactly where they were at that time. I | 
am informed that the Minister at France now pays | 
for his house $2,000 a year, and he has bake 
obliged to take an inferior house. [| learned this 
morning, in casual conversation, that in the year 
1813, Mr. Crawford, then our Minister in France, | 
obtained one of the best hotels in Paris at a rent 
of $300. There is the difference. 1 hope the vote 
will be reconsidered. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Did I understand the Senator 
rom Virginia to say that he intends, if the vote | 
be reconsidered, to place in the amendment a pro- 
vision withholding an outfit in future? 

Mr. MASON. The amendment, as rejected, 


out the.outfit. 


|, and those coming after them. 
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is, therefore, the proper judge. He has decided || was given by the committee to report the amend- || $15,000. A gentleman is sent to M 
‘ment in any other form than as a simple increase 


of the salary to $15,000, leaving the outfit to stand 
where it did, at $9,000. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to, there 
being, on a division—ayes 18, noes 15. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 


is now on the following amendment offered yes- 
terday by the Senator from Virginia, from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, to insert, after 
the provision for payment of the salaries of for- 
eign ministers, the following: 

Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers to Great Brit 
ain and to France shall be hereafter at the rate of $15,000 
per annum to each, the outfit to each not to exceed the sum 
of 39,000. 

Mr. MASON. | propose to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words, ‘‘ the outfit to 
each not to exceed the sum of $9,000,’ and in- 
serting ** the outfit to each to be hereafter discon- 
tinued.”’ 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair whether those words now proposed as an 
amendment were not yesterday stricken out from 
the omer proposition introduced by the Senator 
from Virginia? If those words have been stricken 
out by a vote of the Senate, is it now in order for 
the Senate to propose to replace them? 

Mr. MASON. I think the facts were these: 
I offered the amendment originally discontinuing 
the outfits, but afterwards modified it by allowing 
outfits at the rate of $9,000. It was altered on 
my modification. There was no vote of the Sen- 
ate upon that modification. 

Mr. WELLER. | recollect that there was a 
formal motion made by some Senator on the other 
side of the Chamber to strike out those words; 
but it is wholly unnecessary to raise the question 
of order. Let theSenate pass upon the propriety 
of the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSen- 
ator from California raise a question of order? 

Mr. WELLER. The Senator from Virginia 


and myself might not be able to agree precisely | 


upon the facts, and therefore | do not press the 
point. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Ido not exactly under- 
stand the effect of thisamendment, and | wish to 
make an inquiry in reference to it. Suppose the 
two gentlemen now at London and Paris should 
return at the end of the year, would they not 
have received their outfit, and, under this amend- 
ment, at the rate of $15,000 a year, from this 
time; whereas, those hereafter appointed will only 
receive $15,000 a year and no outfit. Would not 
the effect of this be to give the present incumbents 
more than $15,000 a year? 
Why not, at the same time, increase the compen- 


sation of the Ministers to Spain and Russia? The || 


expenses at both those courts are nearly as much 
as at London and Paris. 
Mr.MASON. Mr. President, it would be im- 


possible to increase the salaries of the ministers | 


to any of those courts, without making a differ- 
ence between the predecessors of the incumbents 


ate, by a vote, agreed to increase the salaries of 
the Ministers, not only to England and France, 
but the Ministers to Rasda and Spain, to the 
amount of $15,000 a year, and the House disa- 
greed to the whole. London and Paris are the 


two most important courts. They are the most || 


expensive ones; and I have, by the instructions of 
the committee, confined the amendment%o those 


| two courts, in the hope that it would be more ac- 


ceptable to Congress. 
r. BADGER. I hope the Senate wil! not 
agree to strike out the provision which now forms 


| partof theamendment. As the amendment stands, 
it gives $15,000 a year salary to the representa- 
proposed to give them, in addition to the increased: | 
salary, an outfit of $9,000. I propose to strike | 


tives of the United States at these two courts, 
with a provision that the outfit shall not exceed 


$9,000. The Senator now proposes to strike out 


If so, is that right? | gpl 


I will say to the | 
honorable Senator, that at the last session the Sen- | 








adri 

the se are much less, and for the ray her 
he will receive $18,000. My own opinion is dn 
it will — unjustly and unequally in that 
spect. Besides, | consider the $9,000 outfit wit 
the $15,000 salary, is a very poor com sation 
to defray the expenses of a gentleman, if he is 
live there in the society in which he mixes at the 
courts of London and Paris. 

Mr. MASON. Now, sir, is not the simple an 
swer to the argument of the Senator, that yester. 
day the Senate rejected the amendment in th, 
very form in which the Senator from North Car 
olina now asks that it shall be put? It is becang. 
they rejected it that I Modified it in this form, | 
would prefer it in the shape he proposes, but | be. 
lieve it cannot be adopted in that way. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think the amendment pr. 
posed by the Senator from Virginia ought to receiye 
our sanction. The proposition, as Fenteabes 
it, is, that hereafter the salaries of our Minister; 
at France and England shall be $15,000 instead of 
$9,000 a year, and that no outfit shall hereafter be 
allowed to them. I think that is the great pring. 
ee which ought to be carried into all our missions, 

he allowance of outfits originated in a period of 
our Government when our ministers abroad foun 

| it necessary to furnish their own houses; and the 
outfit of $9,000 was intended to enable them to 
buy furniture, and to fit up their houses. Now, 
however, the practice there is to rent the houses 
furnished, so that an outfit is not wanted for tha 
purpose; but you do want a salary sufficient tj 
enable the minister to occupy that house during 
the four years, or the length of time he may re. 
main there. 

Sir, unfortunately,.it has been too much the 
practice under our Government, when a gentleman 
gets his appointment, to leave his outfit at home, 
and then go abroad and live upon the $9,000 salary 
in such a way as he iscompelled to live there on 

| that amount. I think the minister should only be 
pee to draw his salary by the quarter; and 
e should have as much the second year as he got 
the first, and so of the third and fourth years. It 
is too great an inducement to a minister, if he can 
go abroad with $9,000 outfit and $9,000 salary, and 
| stay one year and receive $18,000. It isa great 
inducement on him to resign at the end of the first 
year, and for another to go, stay a year, draw 
| $18,000, and resign, and so, in that way, to be 
| continually changing our ministers, and paying 
an outfit to each new minister. Your system of 
outfits is an inducement to ministers to resign 
when they have secured their outfit and the first 
year’s salary. 
hope to see the system of outfits abolished 
| everywhere, and let thesalary beso much a year, 
and as much for the second year as for the first, 
and soon. Then let us rent at each court, for 
| fifteen or twenty years, a house, to remain as the 
ermanent residence of our minister all the time. 
ou can get a house there on a lease of fifteen or 
twenty years for half the rent that you can a 
| house for one, two, or three years. I would 
therefore prefer to appropriate about $2,500 or 
,000 a year for permanent rents of ne 
would require the minister to reside in the 
| building furnished to him, so that he could not go 
and put himeelf into a hotel, and thereby save his 
salary, if you give him a good one. I wish that 
| every American who goes into those cities may 
know where the American legation is, and that it 
| shall be a respectable building, and one of which, 
| as an American citizen, he will not feel ashamed. 
‘| Then take away the outfit, and let the minister 
} have just the same salary the second year and the 
| 


third year that he had the first year, and there 
|| will be no inducement to resign at the end of one 
| year. I think this would be the better system. | 
| think the outfit ought to be abolished altogether. 
|| We ought to authorize our respective ministers to 
| rent a house for their legations, and give them 80 
‘| much for keeping it up, and let that be uniform 


Mr. SLIDELL. Or, rather, to put ina pro- || the provision that the outfit shall not exceed || during the Se By this plan, all induce- 


viso thai there shall be no outfit. 


Mr. MASON. Yes, sir. | 
Mr. WELLER. I desire to make a single re- || 
mark in relation to this amendment. The Sen- || isters are sent. 


ator from Virginia yesterday introduced anamend- courts at which an outfit is Se trey te a 
i) 


if | understood him correctly, no such amend- 
ment as that was everagreed 
on Foreign Relations. 


ment to cut off the outfit for these two missions. | 


to by the Committee || 
No authority, therefore, || at Madrid. For the first year he will receive | expended by the representative before he leaves 


pm. and to provide that no outfit shall be allowed 
ereafter. It is admitted that these two courts 
are the most expensive courts to which our min- 
They are, therefore, the — 


If this amendment be made, what will econ- 
sequence? A gentleman is sentto London, where 
the expenses are very much greater thdn they are 


|| ment to resign the expenditure of the outfit 
|, would be taken away. 

|| Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I concur most 
|| cordially in most of the remarks made by the 


| honorable Senator from Illinois. I have seen 


| something of the working of our system abroad, 
| and I am satisfied that the explanation he has 
|| given of the manner in which the outfit is usually 
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ne is true. He then goes abroad, and depends 
on ‘an inadequate salary, and puts himself in 
ome ou : —_ 

ble countrymen is almost ashamed to visit 
eae tt degreding his station in order to eke 


‘he close of the year. That | have seen to be-the 
- e in more places than one in Europe. I think 
os salary ought to be a sufficient one, and that 
this temptation to quit, after a few months’ ser- 


se, should be removed by doing away with the | 
ve: [have po doubt it would have a salutary | 


outfit. 


influence. . 
a your representatives abroad, if you send 


representatives at all, a salary, adequate to the 
ofice which they hold, and which will place them 


on a par with the representatives of other countries. | 


Every American who has been abroad has seen 
that unless our ministers possess large private 
fortunes, they are altogether excluded from the 


circles in which the minigters of otherGovernments | 
Now, we can talk about republicanism at | 


move. 
home, and may say we ought to be above the 
jittle court dress, and all things of that sort, 
sbroad; but, sir, it requires other stuff than you 


have been in the habit of sending abroad, to set | 


themselves in opposition to the condition of things 
in the cities to which they are sentto reside. You 
jo not send men there of mettle enough to with- 
sand the force of public opinion; and on the 
salaries you give them, they are unable, without 
shifts which are discreditable to the representatives 
of the Government, to live in a style that befits 


their condition, and the greatness and material | 
splendor of their country at home. Sir, I am | 


decidedly in favor of the proposition of my friend 
from Illinois, and I think it will be an improve- 
ment upon the payment of our diplomatic corps 


abroad. : 
Mr. BRODHEAD. | desire to say a word fo 


putmyself right, because I do not wish to be mis- | 


understood on this question, for considerations 
which will suggest themselves to the minds of 
Senators. 1! am in favor of the proposed increase 
of salary. 
Spain and Russia. I think we ought to make an 
increase to our Ministers in Spain and Russia, in 
a proper proportion, at any rate. If gp provide 
for an increase to our Ministers at London and 


Paris, we ought to provide for the others at the | 


same time. If $15,000 be necessary for London 
and Paris, I suppose that $12,000 would bea very 
proper compensation at Madrid and St. Peters- 
burgh. 1 understand that the difference in ex- 
pense is very little. 

Mr. COOPER. They do not receive so many 
people. That is the only difference. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Be that as it may, we 
ought to have some system about this, and not 
take care of the principal gentlemen, and let our 
other ministers abroad goupon poor pay. When 
| was up before, I said that I was willing to pay 
the present gentlemen at these courts $15,000 a 
year from the date of their appointments up to 


this time, and as long as they choose to stay there; | 


but they may choose to returm before the year is 
out, and thus for part of the year they would re- 
celye at the rate of $15,000 per annum, and an 
outfit besides, making about $20,000, gr nearly 
%. Ido not know that this will happen; but I 
should like to know from the chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, why we cannot 
aan increase for the Ministers at Russia and 
adrid. 

Mr. MASON. I have said half a dozen times 
to the Senate, that last winter, by instruction of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, | proposed 
an amendment to increase the salaries of all four 
of these missions to this amount, but the House 
would not agree to it; and, therefore, I believe it 
impracticable to do it. I now take the half loaf, 
because it is better than no bread; and simply for 
that reason. Perhaps when we have done the one, 
they will allow us to,do the other. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. There is a very ready an- 
‘wer to that. This isa new Congress, and the 
Proposition to increase the salaries of our minis- 
ters abroad has not been submitted to the present 
Congress. it was presented at the close of the 
last session of Congress. If this Congress, which 
'§ 8 new one, will agree to increase the salaries of 

‘se ministers, may we not suppose that they 
would also agree to increase the salaries of the 
others? There is no reason why they should not; 


‘PaS. 


| and we are not to presume that the House of Rep- 


t of the way place, where one of his | 


out bis salary, and to make the two ends meet at | 
- 


1 voted for it last spring, including | 


|| resentatives is unreasonable. I therefore move 

to amend the proposition by inserting $12,000 sal- 
| ary for the Minister at Spain, and $12,000 for the 
| Minister at Russia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That will not 
be in order at present, as there is now an amend- | 
ment to an amendment pending. As the amend- 
ment to the amendment has been modified by the 
mover since it was offered, it will be read again. 

It was accordingly read. It was to strike out 
the words ‘the outfit to each not to exceed the 
| sum of $9,000,” and to insert ‘‘ and that hereafter 
| the outfits of Ministers to England and France 
| shall not be allowed.’’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the 
discontinuance of outfits eitherto our Ministers to 
France or England, or any other country. I am 
rather inclined to the opinion that the system of 
| sufficient salaries would be much better than to 
provide outfits. I consider, however, that the 
proposition now made in reference to the Ministers 
to France and England is a burlesque as regards 
any increase of compensation. For the first year 
it is actually a reduction of salary, and for two 
years (which is the extent of time undef the same 
you pay, that our ministers can afford, unless they 
are men of fortune, to remain either at Paris or 
London) the increase would be but $3,000. For 
|| two years, under the present law, they receive 
$27,000, and under the proposition of the Senator 
trom Virginia they would receive $30,000. 

Sir, | think there is a necessity tor an increase 
of the salary of these ministers. I am perfectly 
satisfied myself, from all I have heard, that you 
cannot expect an American citizen to reside abroad 
as your minister, especially if you expect him to 
keep house as is contemplated by the honorable 
Senator from Illinois, in either London or Paris, 
at the lowest sum, for less than $18,000 a year. 
I have no objection to the amendment to the amend- 
ment; butif that be adopted, I shall move to amend 
|| the original amendment by increasing the salary 
from $15,080 to $18,000. [| believe also that our 
Minister at St. Petersburg ought to be included, 
|| because, that is beyond all question, one of the 

most, if not the most, expensive Court of Europe; 
| and in these matters you cannot regulate the habits 
| of foreign countries, but you must adapt yourself 

to them. 1! am satisfied that a salary of $15,000 
will be inadequate as a compensation, if you strike 
| out the outfit. ‘There is no attainable object to be 
|| accomplished by it, and yet itis a nominal in- 
crease. 1 shall, therefore, at the proper time, 
|| move to amend the original amendment so as to 
|| include the St. Petersburg, and to make the salary 
|| $18,000 a year. If that be voted down I shall op- 
|| pose the whole amendment, and leave the present 
compensation stand as it is until we can change it 
|| by substituting a proper system. 
| "Mr. HUNTER. do not rise to debate this 
| amendment, but merely to suggest to the Senate 
| the importance of getting through with this bill 
| to-day, and to express the hope that we may now 
have a vote. 
|| Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, I think the 
1 manifestation of the conflicting views expressed 
| 
| 


by different Senators, shows the impropriety of 

placing this amendment on the civil and diplo- 
| matic bill. If any changes are necessary in rela- 
tion to the compensation of our representatives 
abroad, the principle which makes it necessary in 
the cases under consideration, makes similar 
| changes necessary in regard to our ministers at 

other Govtrnments than those embraced in this 
|| amendment. I desire only to call the attention of 
|| Senators to the impropriety of attempting to 
|| change, on this bill, the existing laws in reference 
|| to the compensation of our representatives at these 
| two courts. I have no disposition toconsume the 
|| time of the Senate, or to enter into this discussion; 
but surely if it is necessary to change the charac- 
| 


— eee 


j 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 


| ter of compensation of these representatives, it is 
| necessary to change the character of the compen- 
| sation of others, and it is evident that we cannot 
| increase the compensation of these without giving 
| dissatisfaction. 
|| I think, sir, such a proposition should be 
; : ; 
| brought forward in a separate and independent 
| measure embracing the whole subject, and not 
be proposed as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic bill. We have already made a great 
number of amendments to the bill, and | desire 
to call the attention of the Senate to the fact, that 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


} 


= 


1961 


there is known to be a very great difference of 
opinion between the two Houses, in reference to 
many of the questions which we have embraced 
in our amendments. We hazard the bill by 
doing so; and I now give it as my judgment, that 
this bill will not become a law at the present ses- 
sion, owing to the extraordinary amendments 
which have been made to it by the Senate in ref- 
erence to all manner of subjects. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia, to the amendment offered by him from 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ir. SLIDELL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Do I understand the Sen- 
ator from Virginia as willing to accept my mod- 
ification ? 

Mr. MASON. No, sir. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays on 
the amendment to the amendment, resulted—yeas 
25, nays 17; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Atchison, Bayard, Bright, Brown, 
Chase, Cooper, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
lowa, Douglas, Foot, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, Jones of 
Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Slidell, Stuart, Sumner, 
Thompson of Kentucky, Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, 
Walker, and Williams—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bell, Brodhead, 
Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, James, Mal 
lory, Rusk, Shields, Toombs, Wade, and Welier—17. 

So the amendment to the amendment 
agreed to. 

Mr: BAYARD. I now move to amend the 
original amendment by striking out “ fifteen,”’ 
and inserting ‘‘ eighteen,’’ so as to make the com- 
pensation $18,000; and on that amendment I ask 
for the yeasand nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


was 


taken, resulted—yeas 11, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Brodhead, 
Brown, Cooper, Dawson, Geyer, James, Mallory, and 
Thomson of New Jersey—1). 

NA YS—Meszsrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Chase, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Lowa, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, 
Fitzpatrick, Foot, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson, Jones 
of Tennessee, Mason, Rockwell, Rusk, Shields, Slidell, 
Stuart, Sumner, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, 
Wade, Walker, and Weller—29. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The question is now, 
[ understand, on the amendment of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, as amended, to increase 
these salaries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. 
call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment, as amended, is to insert after the appropria- 
tion for the salaries of our ministers abroad, the 
following: 

Provided, That the salaries of the Ministers to Great 
Britain and France shall be hereafter at the rate of $15,000 
per annum to each ; and that hereafter outfits of Ministers 
to Great Britain and France shali not be allowed. 

Mr. BAYARD. I shall vote against this 
amendment, because | think it is a mere mockery 
as to any increase of compensation. The amount 
which it proposes to allow I think entirely inad- 
equate. iI know the present salaries are too low; 
but I believe they had better stand where they are 
than to make such a mockery of an increase. If 
it be true that the House of Representatives of 
the United States are unwilling to pay your for- 
eign ministers an adequate compensation, let it 
stand as it is until the effect on your service shall 
be such that they will be forced to do it. I think 
that this is a mockery on anything like an increase 
of compensation, and therefore I shall vote against 


It is. 
On that question | 


, the amendment. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 
exactly. 

Mr. CASS. As | know the increase 
proper and necessary, | shall vote for it. 

The question being takey by —_ and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 


Those are my sentiments 


to be 


YEAS— Messrs. Atchison, Bright, Brown, Cass, Clay" 


Cooper, Dawson, Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Foot, Hun- 
ter, Johnson, Jones of Tennessee, Mallory, Mason, Rock- 
well, Shields, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Toucey, Walker, and Weller— 
25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Badger, Bayard, Benja 
min, Brodhead, Chase, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of 
lowa, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gillette, Hamlin, James, 
Pearce, Rusk, Sumner, Toombs, and Wade—2! 


So the amendment was adopted. 
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Mr. WELLER. f move to amend the bill by 


inserting, after the appropriation for the marine- 
hospital at San Francisco, the following: 


And the Secretary of the Treasury sball be authorized to 
appoint some suitable person to act as inspector of drugs 
aud medicines for the port of San Francisco, in the State 
of California, at an annual compensation of $3,000, 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. Ihave a number of amend- 
ments to move to the bill, by direction of the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings. The first is to come 
in at the end of the provision for compensation of 
the messenger in charge of the main furnace in the 
Capitol: 

For painting and repairs inside of the Capitol, a new fur- 
nace under the Senate Chamber and Supreme Court room, 
&ec., $5,000. 

This is in accordance with the estimate of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and I do not know why 
it was not put in the deficiency bill. The work 
was done, | understand, from necessity, and cer- 
tainly must have been omue by mistake, or it 
would have been passed before. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYARD. The next amendment which 
I have to offer is to follow the one which has jist 
been adopted. It relates to the gas fixtires ot ine 
Capitol, which absolutely require to be renewed. 
They were originally, as the Commissioner of 
Pubhe Buildings states, of lead. They have be- 
come very leaky, and the officers have been 
obliged to turn the gas off. This appropriation 
is absolutely required. ‘The amendment is to in- 
Bert: 


Fer repair and renewal of the gas pipes through the 
Capitol, and fixtures necessary for the lighting of such 
committee rooms therein as require it, and lighting East 
Capitol street from the Capitol to Third street $7 “00. 


The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. BAYARD. The next amendment is for 
a very small sum, to insert, after the appropria- 
tion for lighting the President’s House and the 
Capitol, and public grounds, the following: 

For furnishing lamps and lamp-posts from Sixteenth to 
Seventeenth streets, on Pennsylvania avenue, in front of 
Lafayette square, $500. 

At present, sir, Pennsylvania avenue, opposite 
the President’s House, is lighted upon one side, 
but there are no lamp-posts on the other side, in 


front of Lafayette square. | presume it is owing | 


to some accident. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. The next amendment is to 
follow the one just adopted, to insert: 

For completing the improvement of Pennsylvania av- 
enue west of Seventeenth street, $9,000. 

That is among the estimates of the Department 
fer work which is now in progress of construc- 
tion. It was estimated in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Intérior at $4,500; but the Commis- 


sioner of Pablic Buildings informed me that the | 


sum wag entirely insufficient. I subsequently 
called on the Secretary of the Interior and ascer- 
tained that it was so, and that this amount is the 
proper one, and that it will thoroughly complete 
and finish the work. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. BAYARD. 1 have one more amendment 
to offer from the Committee on Public Buildings, 
It is to insert after the appropriation for the Capi- 
to! extension, the following: 


For the enlargement of the General Post Office building, 
$300,000: Provided, The same shall be done according to the 
following described plan: The building, when completed, 
to cover the entire block bounded by &, F, Seventh, and 
EHighgh strects, and to have a court yard in the center, ap- 
proa®hed by an archway in the middle of the western front, 
sufficiently spacious for the ingress and egress of mail 
wagons; the present walls running paraliel to Seventh 
and Eighth streets to be continued to F street, with rooms 
on each side, arranged to suit the purposes of the Depart- 
ment; accommodation to be made for the city post office 
in the center of the block on F street; and an arcade of 
about sixty feet in length to be made for a letter delivery, 
the delivery arcade to be surrounded by a recessed portico 
of four columns, flanked by coupled pilasters ; the fronts on 
Seventh and Bighih streess each to have the present design 
of the south end repeated on the north end, and a portieo 

*of six columns, coupled at the corners, introduced in the 
center of the block ; the style of architecture of the present 


building to be carried out in the additions ; and the whoie | 
to be made thorough|y fire- proof, and to be constructed un- | 


der and subject to the direction of the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. President, this amendment is introduced in 
consequence of an application of the Postmaster 
General, made to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings, in the beginning of June, 


representing the | 
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entire fnadequacy of the present General Post Of- | 


; 0 
fice Department building for the performance of || containing fifty-three thousand five hundred supers iat 
| . . . cia! 


| exclusive of halls and stairways; 
| will have twenty rooms, containing twelve 
|| hundred feet. 


the functions of that department of the Govern- 
ment. The plan proposed has, | think, been weil 
arranged. it was scrutinized and examined by 
the committee, who were perfectly satisfied that | 
it would answer all the purposes, and that the en- | 
largement was necessary. The whole cost of the | 
enlargement will amount to $650,000. The ap- 
propriation proposed in the present amendment 
is $300,000. 


eral, and the description and estimate of the work | 
by the architect of the public buildings. I am 


satished, myself, that the work is essentially 1} 


necessary for the performance of the duties of the 
Genera! Post Office. 
modation for the city post office in the same build- 
ing, and will provide ample room for both at, | do 
not think, an exaggerated cost; at all events, it is 
entirely necessary. 

The Secretary read the letters, as follows: 


Post Orrice DeparRTMENT, June 3, 1854. 

Sir: Finding the present Post Office building entrely 
too sinall for the business of the Department, | requysted 
Use architeet of public buildings to prepare plans and esti- 
mates fur extending it. 
you, together with a report and estimate fro n Mr. Walter, 
and respectiully request you to bring the subject before the 
committee, Will @ view to such action of Congress in ret 
erence lo it 48 iInay be deemed most expedient. 

I am of opinion that th: se plans, if properly carried out, 


will afford ample and convenient accommodations, not only | 


for the Post Office Department, but also fur the city post of- 
fice, which is now kept in a very frail and unsate building, 
adjoining the General Post Office. 
i am, very respectiully, your obedient sesvant, 
JAMES CAMPBELL, Postmaster General. 
Hon. James A. Bayarp, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings. 





Arcuirecr’s Orrice, Unired Staves CaPiroL, 2 
Wasuineron, D. U., December 21, 1803. § 

Sir: I have the honor to lay before you, in compliance 
with your request, the accompanying design for an exten- 
sion of the General Post Office, with accommodations for 
the city post office. 

i propose to extend the building around the entire square, 
leaving a court-yard in the center of ninety-five by one hun- 
dred and fiity-four feet, for light and air. The style of ar- 
chitecture of the present structure to he kept up throughout 


| the additions, as represented on the drawings ot the several 
| fronts, to which | respectfully refer you, tor a general idea 
of the appearance the building will present, if completed | 


accordug to this plan, 

The front on E street, and the portions now constructed 
on Seventh and Eighth streets will remain unchanged. 
The front op Seventh street will bave a portico in the cen- 
ter Cousisting of six columns, in relief, coupled at the cor- 
ners, Which will not only be in harmony with the present 
building, but afford an imposing center to the composition, 
and form a pleasing variety with the pilasters and engaged 
columns on each side. 
templated to make a door of entrance for the General Post 
| Office Department, in addition to the present entrance on 
| £ street, as Seventh streetis the business thoroughfare, and 
as the eastern wing of the Patent Office building, on the 
adjoining block, opens upon the same street. 

The fronton Eighth sireet is similar to that on Seventh 
Street, excepting that in place of the entrance door there 1s 


mail- wagons. 

The front on F street is arranged for the accommodation 
of the city post office. 
in the center, consisting of four columns, flanked by 
coupled pilasters, supporting an entablature similar to that 


|} on the E street trout, and which will girt the entire work. 


The portico is supported by an arcade, in which the letter- 
| delivery is placed. Inthe arrangement of this part of the 
| building, [have studied to make it as convenient as possi- 
bie, both for the public and for the clerks in the office, the 
| accommodations are quite as ample as those of the present 
| city post office, aud quite as convenient, and the entire 
building is fire proof. 

By thus placing the city post office in the center of the 
| north front, the General Post Office Department is not inter- 
fered with, and the connections between thegadditions on 
| Seventh and Eighth streets, and the present building remain 

unbroken, the entries or corridors of which will extend in 
| contimuous lines from E to F streets, lighted by windows at 
each end. In the basement story alone, ohe of these cor- 
ridors is stopped by the gate or entrance on Eighth street for 
the passage of mail wagons, but the rooms occurring be- 
tween this passage and F street will, no doubt, be event- 
| ually wanted for the clerks of the city post office. I have, 

therefore, connected them with that Department, so that 
| there is no connection whatever between the General Post 

Office and the city post office, each being separate and dis- 

tinct from the other. 

In the present building there are sixty-five rooms, con- 
taining, in the aggregate, about twenty six thousand five 


and in the additions there are ninety-nine rooms, contain- 
ing about thirty-nine thousand five bundred feet, or one 
and a half times as much room as in the present building. 

The space devoted to the city post office embraces 
twenty rooms, containing, in the aggregate, about twelve 
|| thousand five hundred superficial feet, leaving seventy-nine 
|| rooms, measuring twenty-seven thousand feet for the Gen- 
i eral Post Office Department, which is more than equal to 
its present accommodations. 


| 


i 
; 
| 


| 
| hundred superficial feet, exclusive of halls and stairways ; 


| on Seventh street may be constructed wi 
i have here, and ask the Secretary || ; 


| to read, the communication of the Postmaster Gen- || 


It will also combine accom- | 
| and New York? 


Should this plan be carried out, the G. aie 
Department will have one huadred and torte POSE (fig 
“4, 

and the city post ome? 
Lbousand fiyg 


The entire cost of the work wil! be about 367 oon 

vided the finish throughout is not more expensive th > Pro. 

of the present building. an thay 
The fronts on*Eighth and F streets may be built 4 

as not to interfere with the present eity post offic vie 

after these portions are completed and oceupied, thie 


hout i 
nience to the Department. Meonre. 
lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
THOMAS U. WALTER 


. ost 
forty-four 


| Hon. James CaMPBELL, Postmaster General, 


Mr. BRODHKAD. Had we not better yo 
to build this post office for Washington city ml 
we get one provided for the cities of Philadelp) 

I-believe there are about half e 
million of people in Philadelphia, and a Suitable 
place for a post office is quite as difficult to be oh 
tained there as it is here.) The same remark wij 
apply to New York. 

Mr. BAYARD. I only know that this Work 
is represented by the proper officer to be abgo, 
lutely necessary, and I presume no person cay 





hese plans 1 herewith subimit to || 


In the center of this front itis con- | 


a gateway Jeading into the court-yard for the admission of | 


It has a deeply recessed portico | 


|| why they should not pass. 


into the building and not perceive thatthe enlarge 
ment is needed. It may be necessary that there 
should be_post office buildings in Philadelphia and 
New York; but when those questions come up 
properly, I shall be perfectly willing to give gych 
votes as | think proper in reference to them on 
the information before me. But I can see no pe 
cessity for entangling this proposition to erect 4 
building whjch the necessities of the country, cop. 
nected with the whole postal system of the United 
States require, by a mere appendage whith may, 


| in part, be merely to ornament other cities, and 


may, in part, be requisite. When it comes up ox 
its own merits, | shall be willing to consider it, 

‘Mr. BRODHEAD. Ido not wish to embay. 
rass the bill. When I brought forward a simijar 
proposition yesterday morning in reference t 
buildings in other cities, | was charged with a de. 
sire to embarrass the bill; or at any rate it was 
said that the effect of my amendment would beto 
embarrass it. Now, here comes a similar propo- 


sition. 1 am in favor of it, but I say there isa 
great dé ore necessity for post office buildings 
in Philad@Iphia, New York and Boston, and cer- 


tainly in Philadelphia than there is in the city of 
Washington. I am in favor of this, however, 

Mr.SfUART. Then let us take the vote onit, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Very well. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I rise to a question of order, 
This amendment I believe is to carry out no ex- 
isting law. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is in accordance with 
the recommendation of the Department. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I rise, sir, to enter my protest 
against the larger portion of Senators here being 
deprived of their rights under the system now 
sought to be introduced. You have your com 
mittees who may bring in these propositions when 
individual Senators cannot, and you have butto 
go one step further to fix itas the French Minister 
did, by sections, and cut down the rights of a minor 
ity altogether. Here,ona money bill, the main 
object of which is to do nothing but appropriait 
what is necessary to carry out existing laws, 
you aan many expenditures for extravagant 
purposes, because the Executive Departments 
recommend them. Sir, that is the very reasol 
If | know anything 
as to the business of the Senate and House of 
Representatives, it is to examine and keep in check 
the practices of your executive officers. But t 
seems that all the Senate want, as a reason for 
passing a thing, is, that the executive officers of 





the Government demand it! Two or three people 
get here, and propose to one of your committees 
a project for the expenditure of $1,000,000, and 
is to be put through on a money bill. | protest 
against such a course. The Senator from Dela- 
ware says this will involve an expenditure 
$650,000. We know when it starts with that 
amount where it willend. I do not suppose any- 
body who has had any experience in public life 
here, is soft enough to bélieve that the $650,000 
proposed will finish these buildings. If you ar 
to tack propositions for the building of post offices 
and everything else to the civil and diplomatic ap 
penerianen bill, | must enter my protest against 
it; first, because it ought not to be here; and sec- 
ondly, because it is wrong in itself. 1 shall 
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"ER, The committee investigated the matter 
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ely necessary for the purposes of the Govern- 
wnt, The honorable Senator from Georgia may 
wee better information on the subject without 


ving examined into it; but such being the belief 


» the Senate. 


Work vr. TOOMBS. That is one of the very diffi- 
U8. sities of which [ complain. Weare not allowed 
Ai go know anything about these matters; but here 
age namoney bil, what an Executive officer sends, 
there of a committee recommends, we are to vote for 
A and uhout any opportunity for discussion! My ob- 
up wion is, that we are not ready to vote without 
Such westigation; and yet we are expected to vote 
On yay millions of the public money on a confidence 
eed hich Lam not authorized to give in my position 
cl g ¢ a Senator. 

con- Mr. JAMES. The Committee on Public Build- 
nited ngs have had under consideration the proposition 
nay, or the extension of the General Post Office build- 
and ng, and they are perfectly satisfied that the neces- 
Pp OW ity of the case actually demands it; and it is for 
it, 


hese reasons that the chairman reported this 















bare mendment to the Senate. 

nilar Mr. BAYARD. I am as much indisposed as 
& ay one to embarrass an appropriation bill; and 
i dee hough the committee would have sanctioned it, I 
Was orevore to press, a#an amendment to this bill, the 
ve to ppropriation for the completion of the Treasury 
npo- building and the enlargement of the War and 
jsa avy Department buildings, and introduced it in 
ngs separate bill. It has passed the Senate in a 
Cet- BiMeeparate bill; but it became necessary to offer this 
y of asan amendment to this bill, because the recom- 
: , mendation came in at too late a day to allow a 


separate bill to be passed. 
The question being taken on the amendment by 


der, yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 16, nays 25; as fol- 


ex- lows: | The beneficiaries entitled to receive under that section 
aie ; st | bee loye the executive legislative 
vith YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Brodhead, | depastnen psn yy tbe bethany {do act think the St. 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Hamlin, |) perintendent of Public Printing is in the department of | 
James, Rusk, Slidell, Stuart, Thomson of New Jersey, || gither 
at eee rT. 
test raathcatadl deen aiuns baie Gath: Chey | ‘The whole subject is treated of in a decision on the 
ing aan “Da = E ms, ent, amet rs *> || 18th of October, 1852, which [ will place in your hands if | 
ow Sere time ata me Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Foot, || yoy will call atthe office. | cannot furnish you with a copy, 
eyer, Gillette, Gwin, Hunter, Johasen, Jones of Tennes- || by reason of not having any clerk to put at the work.” 
m= see, Mallory, Rockwell, Sebastian, Shields, Sumner, 
hen Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, and Wade—25. | Subsequently, on the 6th of March, the follow- 
to So th : ing decision was made: * 
ster eamendment was rejected. ; ** Having been informed by Mr. Hamutn, of the Senate, 
o> Mr. BAYARD. I am instructed by the Com- || that a different construction had been put upon the act by | 
“4 ~_ on the Library to move to amend the bill || - a on - er had been made ots 
| : oi’ | by a vote of the Senate, as to other messengers, and tha 
ale ae among the appropriations for the || 1, Superintendent of Public Printing was deemed to be- 
w8, brary of Congress, the following: | long to the legislative department of the Government, I | 
ant For the purchase of one thousand eopies of the proposed || "OW inform you that any payment withiff the terms of the | 
edition of Eli Tappan, of the acts of Congress of a general || @¢t mentioned, for such length of time as he served, will 
nts nature now in foree, upon the plan contained in his pros- || be allowed in the settlement of your account.”’ 
- a re: Nae That no part of this appropria- That connects him with the legislative depart- | 
ing a expended until a copy of the proposed work | “oh 
of has been submitted to the Attorney General of the United || ment. Subsequently, within a few days past, a 
ok States, and been approved by him: And provided further, || different decision has been given at the Treasury | 
That the priee shall not exceed six dollars per volume, and || Departmen® which has thrown some portion of 
it hovment shall be made for any copy until delivered at || them upon the executive department. It is ne- 
for the Department of State ; ures | 
oo? ; cessary that there should be some uniformity in 
se “3 HUNTER. Is that from a committee? the decisions upon this question, and not have 
r. BAYARD. 


It is reported by order of the 
‘ Committee on the Library. Application was 
made at the last Congress*in reference to this 
matter. No action was had upon it then; but I 
7 had occasion, as a member of the committee, to 
examine into the proposed publication, and I was 


m satisfied that it would be a work of great value 
y and use, and that the subscription for the number 
00 Proposed on the part of Congress would not be 
2 Unreasonable. 


-4 into more for its utility, and the reputation which 
, "would confer upon the author, than from any 
7 xPectation of profit. The plan is to publish all 
i the laws of a‘general nature in a single octavo vol- 
. ume of about twelve hundred pages, with such 
, holes and references as will concentrate the laws 


| 
} 
i 
j 


1 have no further remarks to | 


Lsoughly’, and they believe the building is abso- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


| 
ty 
} 
f 
| 
| 





‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


There is to be no codification, no alteration about 
it. It is simply to arrange them into appropriate 
chapters, so as to have a convenient reference to | 
all the laws ona particular subject of a general 
nature. Lam satisfied that it will be a book of | 
great utility to Congress for ogdinary use, as well | 


It is clearly | as to members in committees; because now, in any 
vin the rule as, being estimated for by the De- || examination upon almost any subject, you have 
enett and recommended by oneof the stand- || to go through nine volumes to get at theconstruc- | 


tion of the law. Believing the book to be of great 
value, and havin@sufficient guards imposed that 
no improper work will be published, because the 
amendment requires the approval of the Attorney 
General to the book before it is purchased, the 
committee were unanimous in recommending that 
this subscription should be made. I can only 
say further, that the gentleman who proposes to 


‘he committee, not merely on the statements of || publish it is a lawyer, personally unknown to me, 
oor three men, but on their own personal in- | 
wtigation, they have reported this amendment || during the last Congress. 


except in the intercourse which | had with him 
1 have had none 
during the present. The impression made upon 
my mind from severai conversations with him, 
was, that he is entirely competent to perform the 


work in a proper manner, and that, with his ideas, | 


he will give us really a valuable book. Beyond 

that [ have no personal knowledge of him what- 

ever. I believe the work will be of benefit to us; 
| and coinciding with me in that opimion, the com- 
mittee have instructed me to report the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. HUNTER. This is to purchase a book 
| which is not yet published. | think we have gone 
| far enough in this book-making matter. 
| Mr. BAYARD. The money is not to be paid 
unless it is published. The amendment requires | 
that every copy is to be delivered before it is paid 
for; and further, the appropriation is not to be 


he amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JOHNSON. There has been a decision 

| made at the Treasury in regard to officers con- 
nected with the legislative department, which ren- 
ders it necessary that we should*have an explan- 
atory clause in this bill. I therefore propose to 
amend the bill by inserting: 

| That the joint resolution approved the 20th of July, 1854, 


shall be so construed as to embrace the Superintendent of 
| Public Printing, and the clerks and messengers in his office. 


last, under another act of a somewhat similar 
character, a portion of which | will read. It re- 
| lates to the compensation of officers: 








some brought in under one color, and some under 
another, and some not at all. 


the Government. It is so; since the Superintend- 


ent himself, and the whole force under him, are | 


entirely, under the authority, and peculiar control, 
and direction, and supervision of the Commit- 
tees of Printing of the Senate and the House. 


I believe the work was entered || Their accounts must pass through the hands of | 


the Joint Committees on Printing. They are acted 
upon entirely by v7 The reason why it has 
been deemed and adjudged that the Superintend- 
ent is connected with the Executive Department 
is more particularly because his appointment is 
made by the President. At the time that this sys- 


| expended until the book has been examined and | 
| — of by the Attorney General. 


A decision was given on the 6th of February | 


The Superin- || 
tendent of Public Printibg, and the force under | 
him, certainly, belong to the legislative branch ‘of | 


— 


Offic “ make this protest until, if not the Senate, | on different subjects. I think it can be done. | tem of the Superintendency of Public Printing was 
y eenttY at least will hear it, and stop these | 


established, the President was authorized to ap- 
point the Superintendent, for the simple reason 
that there was no other more appropriate quarter 
to which the power of appointing could be refer- 
red; but all that he has to do is connected with 
the legislative department, and not with the ex- 
ecutive department at all. { am therefore in- 
structed by the committee to offer this amendment, 
and, if it be adopted, it will render uniform the 
decisions in regard to his true pesition, and that 
of those who are under him. trust the Senate 
will adopt it. It gives no compensation beyond 
that already provided. It simply gives uniform- 
ity to the decisions. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have here a matter of im- 
portance, which I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Printing to bring before the Senate. Un- 
der their instructions, | offer the following amend- 
ment, to come in after the item in the bill making 
an appropriation for lithographing and engrav- 
ing: 

Provided, That hereafter, when any maps, plates, or 
other engravings, shall be ordered to be engraved and 
printed for either House of Congress, the Superintendent of 
Pubiic Printing shall invite proposals for the execution of 
all engravings and printings, specifying the particulars of 
style and time; and on the receipt of such proposals, shall 
contract with the lowest bidder who shall offer for the 
same ; and should sach contractor fail to furnish such maps, 
plates, or engravings, within the time specified in his con- 
tract, the Joint Comnittee on Printing shall have power to 

| abrogate such contract, and require the Superintendent to 
prosecute such contractor for the penalty of such contract; 
and when the said Superintendent shall advertise for the 
annual supplies of printing paper for the congressional and 
executive printing, he shall, at the same time, and in the 
same manner, advertise for such paper as may, in his opin- 
ion, be necessary for the printing of such maps, plates, or 
other engravings; and the contracts for the paper shall be 
made by the said Superintendent, in like manner, and un- 
der the same restrictions, as by law are now provided in 
the purchase of congressional and other printing paper. 

The Committee on Printing of the Senate have 
considered this matter, and it is most imperative 
that something should be done in regard to the 
engravings. | will give a short synopsis of the 
reasons and facts connected with she subject. 

The maps, plates, and other engraving are now 
contracted for by the Secretary of the Senate and 
Committee on Engraving of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, each for their respective Houses. ‘The 
amendment proposes to place this authority with 
the Superintendent of Public Printing for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 

First, the superintendent now having charge of 
the printing of Congress, can make the contracts 
for the engravings correspond in point of delivery 
with the ume the printing is finished, so that the 
great delay in the delivery of books ordered by 
either House experienced during the present ses- 
sion, for want of engravings, may be avoided 
hereafter. Every member of the body is familiar 
with the extraordinary, to them unaccountable, 
and to all outrageuvus, delay that has accompanied 
the delivery of most of the books ordered to be 
printed by the Senate. 

Second, the Superintendent has now the author- 
ity of law to inspect and receive, or reject such 
engravings as may be ordered by Congress, whilst 
the contracts for these engravings are beyond his 
control, thus leaving great room for difficulties to 
arise between the contractors, the Superintendent, 
and the contracting authority. Contractors are 
prone to slight or spoil their work, or procrasti- 
nate in its delivery, relying upon the liberality 
of the contracting power to interfere between them 
and the execution of their bonds. 

The contractor is responsible to the Superin- 
|| tendent of Public Printing; but a committee of 
| the House of Representatives, in one instance, 
and the Secretary of the Senate in the other, are 
the only ones that have control of him, to make 
his contracts, or to govern them, and fix them in 

accordance with what may be the necessities and 
|| interests arising from the action which has already 
taken placein regard to the printing, either in this 
body or in the other. 


|| for paper for engravings than it can be procured 
for by contract, (this we are informed is the case;) 
| and, under the proposed system, paper can be pro- 
cured of a better quality than that now used, and 

' ata much less price. - ” . 
The Senate will perceive at once that there is a 
|| relation existing directly between the subject-mat- 
| ter of printing, which is under the control of the 


3d. The Government is now paying much more | 


s 
' 
7 









































F | a - | ao “ se 77 “— 4 re 
ee ince nig hee ith e oer : = 
i ema gate fpf rome 5 yeni Lies cn : ; 5 2 
| a - ‘ Ns rs . 4 
ee . 4 | é ; i oe a wit 
” i 0 " " ri - . ] a ee Z i 4 = . 


1964 


er 


Superintendent of Public Printing, and the sub- public business to be transacted. All these sub- 


ject-matter of engraving, which has been left, in 
the reorganization of our system of printing, asit | 
was under the old system, in the Hands of the 
Secretary of the Senate and of a committee of the 
other House. There is an evident propriety in 
having the whole matter of printing and engrav- 
ing connected; and, in order that they may be 
carried on pari passu, they should be under the 
control of some one individual, subject to the su- 
pervision of the Joint Committee on Printing of 
the two Houses. 

At present | have to say to the Senate what I 
imagine will surprise them; and yet, if they re- 
flect fora moment, they will at once recognize that 
something of the sort must have been the case. 
There are now in the Union office, of this city, one 
hundred tons of printed matter, not delivered for 
the simple reason that the plates and engravings 
have been contracted for in such a manner that 
the works cannot be issued because the engravings 
are not prepared and ready. In regard to Mar- 
cy’s report, which was ordered four months ago, 
and the copies of which ought to have been de- 
livered by this time, I understand thatthe engrav- 
ings and plates were not even ordered until the 
day before yesterday. 1 understand it is already 
printed. The Agricultural Report was ordered 
on the 30th of March, but the plates are not all 
even contracted for at this time. Now, how can 
such a system be carried on? and what a condi- 
tion of things is this in connection with the public 
business! ‘The Senate must see that it is out of 
the question, and willnotdo atall. We mustdo 
something to concentrate this class of business 
under some one head, and make that head respon- 
sible for the work. All this printing, as I under- 
stand, could have been delivered if the plates had 
been prepared. The whole of this matter would 
have Gece delivered at this session, and distrib- 
uted, and been sent to the people, or would have 
gone to whatever object it was designed for, if all 
these things had been in the hands of any one 
who would have attended to it as it should have 
been done. Buenow itis certain that the one hun- 
dred tons of printed matter cannot be delivered to 
you up to the end of this Congress—this session 
and the next session both taken together. The 
amendment which I have offered I have reason to 
believe, and the Committee on Printing have 
reason to believe, will do away with the difficulty. 

Mr. GEYER. I desire to make an inquiry of 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing. I 
understood him to say that the plates for Marcy’s 
report were not ordered until within a few days. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The plates for Marcy’s re- 
port, as [ understand, which was ordered to be 
printed some four months ago, were not ordered 
until the day before yesterday. 

Mr. GEYER, I have seen that report in the 
hands of members of the House as a Beunte doc- 
ument, ordered by the Senate, with the plates. 
That has been furnished to members of the House 
some three or four weeks since, 

Mr. BADGER. Is my friend certain that it is 
Marcy’s report? 

Mr. GEYER. 
Red river. 

Mr. BADGER. I am not disposed to throw 
any unnecessary difficulty in the way of the 
amendment moved by the Senator from Arkansas, 
but I confess I have no disposition to pass any 
law giving the Superintendent of Public Printing 
any further control than he is now allowed over 
the public printing. 

r. WELLER. If my friend from North 
Carolina wil! allow me, I desire to say, I shall 
submit a proposition to insert after ‘‘ Superinten- 
dent of Public Printing,’’ the words ‘ together 
with the Secretary of the Senate.” 

Mr. JOHNSON. IL. imagine there is not a 
member of the body who has a higher regard for 
the Secretary of the Senate than I have, but I do 
not believe he has got anything to do with that 
business of the Senate. There is no man who 
would make any movement with more reluctance 
than I would to take from him the slightest particle 
of patronage, or who would more positively re- 


Yes, sir, on the exploration of 


the slightest reflection, than myself. I do not 
knew that the Secretary Wants‘to have anything 
to do with this; but I have understood the con- 
trary, whether correctly or not, I cannot say, for 
I have not chosen to ask. This is a matter of 


to each other. They cannot be got along with if 
divided, 80 as to make them proceed with uniform- 
ity. 


for the control of a matter of that sort than his 


judgment was good for the interest of the public | 


in that respect. 


tendent of Public Printing, will recollect that the 


Superintendent is bound by the most rigid laws | 


which you have already enacted, and he is made 
peculiarly subject, in every instance and in all 


particulars, to the direct supervision and action of || 


the joint committee of the two bodies. The power 
of removal also rests with the President, so that 
at any moment when there should be cause for 
such a course, either or both of the committees 
would have him displaced upon the spot. If you 
join the Secretary of the Senate with the Super- 
intendent, | suggest to the Senator from Cali- 
fornia that the Committee on Engraving, of the 
other House, when this goes there, will also have 
to be inserted. Then we shall have the Commit- 
tee on Engraving, the Secretary of the Senate, and 
the Superintendent of Public Printing acting upon 
the matter of letting out engravings, which is a 
small matter. We shall have them all acting on 


I will further say, that if the Secretary of | 
the Senate even desired to have control of it, I || obtaining these engravings; that the 
should consider thag his desire was more earnest | 
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{| 
|| jects of printing, plates, and engravings, are akin } Superintendent of Public Printin 
| here is one other point to whi 


'the engravings and superintending them, while | 
the printing will be superintended by the Super- | 


intendent ef Public Printing, acting alone. I trust 
and hope, for the public interest, and in conform- 
ity with the wishes and opinions of the Committee 
on Printing, that the amendment which I have 
offered may be permitted to pass just as it stands; 
and I feel disposed to say that I can even guaran- 


tee that under it the public service, in this par- | 


ticular, henceforth will be done promptly and 
uniformly and more cheaply. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
kansas seems to proceed upon the supposition that 
the Superintendent of the Public Printing can ad- 
vertise, and make contracts for the engravings 
sooner than the Secretary of the Senate. 


Mr. JOHNSON. Notat all. 


‘he Senator from Ar- | 
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ago—to put the Secretary of the Senate with the 


ch I 
|L understand the Senator from Arkansas wit 


that there has been a most extraordinary delay in 
one hundred tons of printed paper ia the Uae 

office—the public printer of the other braneh of 
Congress—not delivered to the House . 


; Order} 
| them. If therehas been this delay; if thi he 
I do hope that the Senator from North Caro- | ; eee ter has 
lina, who objects to giving thi@ to the Superin- | 


accumulated in that office, because of : 
of a public officer to obtain the 7— 
think itis due to this body that the Senator should 
say where the res onsibiliey rests. If the publi 
| printing is delayed; if weare prevented from send, 
ing over the country that which we have ordered 
to be printed, and if this delay is occasioned } 
the act of a public officer, it is the duty of th 
| committee who have thespecial charge of the =. 
ject to inform the body where the blame rests 

Mr. JOHNSON. I should be glad to know 
where the fault rests. I do not know it; and there 
again is another evidence that somethin Ought to 
be done in regard to the matter. The Caunhe, 
on Printing has no control over, has nothing to do 
with, the letting of these engravingg at all. [js 
not my business to go about and hunt up this; and 
to tell you the truth, | do not know whose fault jt 
is. There must bea faultsomewhere. There are 
the books; they are printed, ready for delive 
and yet thereare no engravings with them. Where 
the fault is | know not. 1 know that the House 
Committee on Engraving has had the benefit and 
charge of the orders which they have issued for 
the agricultural’ reports. As to the matter of 
Marcy’s reports, | do not know whether the order 
originated drat in that body or this. 

Mr. WELLER. I should very much like the 
Senator from Arkansas to inform me what are the 
duties of the Committee on Printing? I do not 
pretend to know what object was sought to be 
obtained by the Senate originally in the establish. 
ment of that committee. If I understand its duties, 
they were to take charge of Me public printing 
that might be ordered by the Senate. If they or- 


| dered an extra number of five thousand copies of 


Mr. BRODHEAD. Has there been any delay? | 


Is the delay in the delivery of the public documents 
attributable to this matter of the engravings? If 
so, it amounts to aconsiderable charge. 1 do not 
know why it is that the Secretary of the Senate 
cannot make contracts at as early a period for 
engravings as the Superintendent of the Public 
Printing. I do not wish to be understood as ex- 


the Senator from Arkansas. I do not wish to 
cast any reflection upon any one; but I think that 


the Superintendent of the Public Printing, the |! 


| Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the 


House would be a very good board to take charge || 


of this matter. 


a work to be distributed among the members, it ig 
the dutymof that committee, who thus reported in 
favor of it, to inform us why it is that the order 
has not been complied with. To what other com- 


| mittee of this body could 1 go, if I desired to ascer- 


tain why an order of the Senate in regard to the 
public printing had not been complied with? To 
what committee could I apply, if not to the Com- 
mittee on Printing? If they have not the general 


o 18! | supervision of this subject, how comes it that they 
pressing @ positive opinion against the measure of | 


are reporting this proposed change? If the Sen- 
ator has ascertained all the facts, which | doubt 
not he has, that he has this morning stated to the 
Senate, why not also have obtained the facts as 


‘| to who are to blame for this most extraordinary 


some remarks made by the Senator from Arkan- | 
sas, that there has been some consultation between | document has not been presented to us withina 
the Secretary of the Senate and myself in regard || reasonable time. 1 desire to know where the fault 


to this matter. 
conversed with that gentleman on the subject. 


delay in the public printing? That is a question, in 


: -. my judgment, of practical importance to the body. 
Mr. WELLER. It might be supposed, from | 


e have seen proper fo order the printing of an 
extraodinary number of acertain document. That 


I desire to say, that | have never || attaches, where the blame lies; and if 1 cannotget 
I || that information from the Committee on Printing, 


know not what he wishes. Whether he desires | I do not see the necessity of having a committee 


to continue in the superintendence of these engra- 


vings or not, is a question about which I know || 


| on the subject. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. | wish to say one word 


nothing. My only object was to divide the re- || by way of explanation. This amendment comes 
sponsibility between the Superintendent of Public | from the joint and unanimous action of the Com- 


Printing and the Secretary of the Senfte. A large 
amount of money has been expended, and is con- 


stantly expended, by this Government for these | 


1 
| 


| mittee on Printing of both Houses. It does not 
| originate from the Senate committee at all. The 
difficulty does not exist in the action or want of 


engravings. I desire that that responsibility may || action of the Secretary of the Senate. The matter 


rest upon the Superintendent of Public Printing, 
who is under thé control of the President, and 
upon the Secretary of the Senate, who is under 
the control of this body. The Senator says that 
if there be anything ane under his amendment, 
if it be adopted, the President of the United States 
can remove the Superintendent. 1 answer to that, 
if my amendment be adopted, and anything wrong 
is done by the Secretary, he can be removed by 


| this body. By agreeing to my amendment,.we 
fuse to do anything which would cast upon him | can better advance tae public interest. At all 


| 
} 


} 


| 





i 


| events, I should prefer thay the Superintendent of 
| the Public Printing and the Secretary of the Sen- 





ate should have charge of the engravings ordered 
to be contracted for by this body. rt 
' make the motion—whi 


herefore 
l indicated a few minutes 


| 





_in the House is managed by a committee of the 
House, and weall know that he cannot have any- 
| thing to do with corftracts and business man 
| by the committee of the other branch. | do notu- 
derstand that there has been the slightest delay, 0° 
| the slightest want of action, on the part of the Sec- 
_ retary of the Senate. He has been promptin mud 
his contracts. But I know, as the committee 
know, that on the part of the House it has been 
not unfrequently the ease that the contracts for 
“engravings have not been made for months after 
the order; and in that way, as a consequence 
arising from the imperfect manner in which the 
matter is managed in the other ‘branch, has 0c 
curred this large accumulation of printed matter; 
and consequently the joint committee on the part 
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a Senate and the House unanimously came 
s . 
» the conclus! 


on that the whole matter should be | 


moto the hands of somebody who would see | 


re. and get the plates along as fast as possible, 
ar keep up with the accumulation of printed 
order So far as the Senate is concerned, I re- 
pater d I am instructed to repeat, that there has 
a imputation whatever, of any kind, on 
he officer in charge of it here. 

es in the other body. ; 
n w, with regard to the amendment of the 
= am from California, the only difficulty that 
av" ‘a my mind is, that if you join the Secretary 
tra Senate with the Superintendent of Public 
- ting, it may be necessary, on the part of the 
ate join somebody there to them. I do 

haat? that there would be any objection to it; 
: t would seem ratural that both should have 
Saas on their part connected with it. I only 
came this. I have no particular opposition to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
California. I do not know that it is improper, 
but my experience has been that business of this 
ind is always done better and more promptly 
y one individual than by a committee or by a 


nv 
U 


mmission, or by a number of individuals. 
“Mr. BADGER. The supposed necessity for 
this amendment, as I understand the matter from 


The difficulty | 


. 


the explanations which have been made, arises | 


fom this fact: When engraving have been or- 
dered for the Senate, and where the contract has 
had to be made by our Secretary, he has made it 
romptly; but the contractor, in some cases, de- 
igys to execute the contract. In the other House 
the same thing happens. Now, sir, I do not see 
how the fact of the contract being made by the 
Superintendent of Public Printing will have any 
greater tendency to insure the prompt execution 


of it by the contractor than if that same contract | 


were made by the Secretary of the Senate. The 
amendment proposes that suits shall be brought 
against the contractor. That may all be véry well; 


but why cannotsuits be brought upon our system | 


of letting out the engraving now just as well and 
just as effectually as upon the proposed new sys- 
tem? 


Mr.FESSENDEN. Will the Senator allow me | 


to say that the difficulty arises from the fact that 
the contracts are not made in the other House at 
the proper time? 

Mr.BADGER. Ifthe contracts are not made 
in the other branch of Congress, allow me to say 
it ceases to be a matter of any importance to us 
in the Senate, because, by an amendment which 
was put upon the deficiency bill during this ses- 
sion, we have separated the connection between 
thetwo Houses in regard to their printing. When 


printing is hereafter ordered by the Senate, it is | 


not to be done by the printer of the House when | 


the House has &lready ordered the printing of the 
document, but the printer of each House is to do 
the printing of that House respectively. Now, 
therefore, the proposition here is to make a pro- 
spective amendment to the law, which is unne- 
ceasary; for, according to the statement, the diffi- 
culty arises in the House; while our engraving is 


done promptly. Then there is no necessity for | 
theamendment for past cases; and as to future | 


cases, we have no connection with the House. 
Ourown printer is to do our printing, and our 
own engraving is to be done under the direction 
ofourselves. Therefore, if our Secretary makes 


acontract, and the contractor does not comply | 


with it, he can be sued; and I do not see what | 
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virtue there will be, so far as the Senate is con- | 
cerned, ina bond given by the contractor to the | 
Superintendent of the Public Printing, which would | 


not be in a bond taken by the Secretaty of the 
Senate. Besides, as | mentioned when I com- 
menced, 1 am exceedingly unwilling to give any 
further control over the public printing or engrav- 


ing, or over any of the operations of the Senate, || 


‘o any executive officer, than he now has by law. 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. “So far as regards the || 6S 


casting of censure on that officer, I assure the Sen- | 


ate that I have never heard the slightest intima- 


tion of it, or any intimation that he has been dere- | 


liet in his duty. 
Mr. BADGER. What officer? 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. The Secretary of the 


Mr. WELLER. Will the Senator allow me 


‘o say—— 





Mr. FITZPATRICK. I do not charge you 
with that. 

Mr. WELLER. | did not intend, in the slight- 
est degree, to geflect upon the Secretary. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. I did not mean that 
you did. 1 have never heard any intimation that 
he has been at all derelict in his duty. But, sir, 
the proposition submitted by the chairman of the 
Committee on Printing, is one that engaged the 
serious attention of the committee, and Jet me as- 
sure Senators that they are not aware of the trouble 
and embarrassments which are connected with 
that matter. They are involved in mystery; and 
although | have been connected with the commit- 
tee, during the greater part of this session, I am 
frank to say that I am not well enough informed 
now of the duties which attach to that office. You 
must take some gentleman who has clearer senses 
than mine, to understand all the things which 
attach to such a question. . 

The-great inducement which prompted the offer- 
ing of the amendment, was to simpli y the subject, 
to put it in some form and shape which the com- 
mittee would comprehend, and to enable us to 
hasten forward the work. Now, I will ask you, 
sir, and every Senator, where is the necessity of 
connecting the Secretary of the Senate with this 
matter, when you have an officer singled out b 
the President of the United States for his ne 
ligence, for his capacity, to superintend the print- 
ing, and everything edcanened with it? He has 
charge of, and supervises everything connected 
with it, and all that we ask now, is, while carry- 
ing on the work, to locate the responsibility upon 
him, and to obviate the necessary embarrassments 
which now do surround the printing, and to say 
that he shall contract forall the plates and engrav- 
ings. Is there anything exceptionable in that? 
Is there any alarming power to be delegated to 
that officer? By no means. But,I venture to say, 
the Secretary of the Senate would be glad to be 
rid of that duty. We do not ask for the putting 
of anything at the disposal of the Superintendent, 





but, we ask simply, as he has to supervise every . 


other matter connected with the public printing, 
that he shall have the power to wunvention for the 
engravings to carry on the work. 

The object, the whole design, the intention of 
the committee is to simplify and put this matter 
in such a form that the work shall progress and 
be accomplished without delay. Is there any 
great necessity, I repeat, why the Secretary of the 
Senate should act jointly with the Superintendent 
of the Public Printing? ‘The proposition simply is, 
to give the Superintendent the power to purchase 
the plates under contract, and if there should be 
anything improper in his conduct he would be re- 
sponsible to this body. These are the reasons 
which prompted the joint committee to submit the 
amendment. We want this matter put in sueh a 
shape that this officer can carry on the work with 
more expedition, so that we need not be delayed in 
receiving what we order. If ihe amendment con- 
templated putting at his disposition a large amount 
of money, or if the contracts were such as should 
not be delegated to the discretion of any individ- 
ual, | assure you that [ should be the last man to 
delegate such a power. Butthe amount necessary 
to be involved in the purchase of these plates is 
small, and I do assure you that by the adoption 
of this amendment, you will add greatly to the 
dispatch of the business. I hope the Senate will 
agree to it. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 shall vote against this 
amendment, because it is an attempt to legislate 
upon the public printing by way of an amendment 
on the general appropriation bill. I am opposed 
to the present printing system, and hope when it 
properly comes up, on the report of a committee, 
‘to see a different one introduced. Therefore, lam 
opposed to amending this bill by attaching to it 
such a provision in a place where we can have no 
proper discussion upon it. | shall, therefore, ypte 
inst the amendment. 

Mr. EVANS. I desire to say a few words on 
this subject. As chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed to superintend the contingent expenses of 


the Senate, this thing has come under my super- | 


vision, for thesSecretary of the Senate, in no in- 
stance, has undertaken to make contracts without 
| the consent of the committee. It seems to me, as 
| we have thought proper to sever the printi 
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of | sional] documents. * 


_ the Senate entirely from that of the House, and to | 
. have no connection with it, we ought to have it | in some works—as in the case of Gillies’s Report 


1965 
entirely under our own officer. If the Senate de- 
sires a document to be printed, the bare order in- 
dicates that the printer of the Senate is to do the 
work. This amendment proposes to take from 
the control of the Secretary of the Senate the en- 
gravings, and give them to a man who is not an 
officer of the Senate, but an officer of Congress of 
both Houses; and, therefore, for cénsistency and 
propriety’s sake it would seem to me that things 
had better remain as they are. It is within my 
personal knowledge that there has been no delay 
in any of the engravings ordered by the Senate, 
except perhaps in one instance, in which the con- 
tractor instead of furnishing them when he should 
have sent them here, sent an excuse. In every 
instance where the thing has been practicable, it 
has been done promptly and efficiently. 

I have thought it necessary to say this much in 
vindication of the Secretary of the Senate, if he 
needs any vindication. He does not desire this 
soyt of patronage. It may be desired elsewhere; 
he does not desire it, and, therefore, it is not be- 
cause he desires it that | have felt any inclination 
to say anything; but it is because, if you adopt the 
amendment, you will spoil the symmetry of your 
system. The printing of the two Houses is en- 
urely disconnected, and that of each is carried on 
under its own officers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from California to the amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not wish to embarrass 
the proposition, and for reasonssatisfactory to me, 
which it is not necessary to mention, I withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. BADGER. I move, in accordance with 
the idea thrown out by the Senator from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Evawns,] to strike out the words 
‘** Superintendent of Public Printing,’’ and insert 
‘* Secretary of the Senate.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSON. This subject was under dis- 
cussion in the joint committee of the two Houses, 
and met with their unanimous concurrence. As 
to agreeing to the amendment or not agreeing to 
it, | do not care a cent what is done with it. Itis 
perfectly immaterial tome. The Senate may leave 
its business just as it is if they choose. It is suf- 
ficient tosay that the committees of the two Houses 
were unanimous in coming to the conclusion that 
the matter should be conducted in a different man- 
ner, if we hoped to arrive at any good result. 

In regard to one point about which some Sena- 
tors have displayed some sensitiveness unnecessa- 
rily, for there. was no occasion for it, as far as I 
was concerned at least, as to the performance of his 
duties by the Secretary of the Senate. I will state, 
as I thought! had sufficiently stated before, that 
there is no blame cast upon that officer for his 


| method in the discharge of his duty, and | have 


still further reason, on making further inquiry into 
the matter, to say that that officer has discharged 
his duty unexceptionably. I have heard noth- 
ing to the contrary, and I have implied nothing to 
the contrary; but the joint committeedeemed that 
it was necessary to do something in order to have 
an effective system, and they have presented, as 
the means which they propose, the amendment, 
believing that the business should be concentrated, 
if we expect it to be well done. If the Senate 
chooses to vote it down, I care not. 

Mr. Bapcer’s amendment to the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The amendment has now 
been amended. The object, | presume, is attained. 
The whole amendmentis killed. The House can- 
not be expected to agree that the Secretary of the 
Senate shall act as their agent, to manage their 
matter of engraving, and supersede their own 
Committee on Engraving. I shall therefore vote 
against the whole amendment. 

The amendment, as amended, was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The Committee on Printing 
have instructed me to offer the following amend- 


| ment, to come in after the clause making appropri- 


ation for the paper and printing of the Senate: 
Provided, That whenever it shall be the opinion of the 
Committee on Printing that the character of any document 
ordered to be printed may render such change necessary, 
the size may be changed from octavo to quarto form ; but 
in no case’ shall the price to be paid for composition and 
press work exceed the pro rata as established by the print- 
ing act of August 26, 1852, for the printing of congres- 


This originates in consequence of the fact that 
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which has been ordered by the House—the plates 
cannot be got in the octavo pages, and there is no 





aithority under the law, as it stands, to alter it to’) 
| Senatorhere? Yaur constituents, gir, and my con- 


a quarto page. This is merely to give the author- 
ity, when it may be absolutely necessary in the | 
execution of the work, to change it. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SLIDELL. | desire to offer an amend- 
ment, which, it is necessary to state to the Senate, 
comes within the class of private claims which 
were decided as being out of order yesterday. I 
will very briefly state the reasons why | now ask 
the adoption of this particular amendment. 

Mr. HUNTER. If it is out of order, it cannot 
be received. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 
mous consent. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
out of order, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brieur.) | 
The rule is imperative that private claims canuot | 
be received. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will simply state that it is | 
recommended by the Secretary of the Treasury | 
and the Secretary of State as being one of strict | 
justice towards certain Spanish subjects The | 
Secretary of State considers it important and ne- | 


It can be received by unani- 


I object to receiving anything 





cessary for the dispatch of certain pending nego- |: 


tiations with Spain to dispose of it. It is one of | 
strict justice. | think the case for which it pro- 

vides is equal in hardship to that of the Black | 
Warrior. if the Senate chooses to reject it under | 
these circumstances, very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator offer this amendment? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I do; and suggest these rea- 
sons why it should be received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be read. 

Mr. SLIDELL. There isa letter on fileamong 
the papers from the Secretary of State on the sub- 
ject. 

The amendment was as follows: 


| 
Does the Sen- | 


Seo. --. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary |; 


of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to release 


a judgment rendered in the cireuit court of the United || 


States, in the filth circuit and eastern district of Louisi 
ana, on the 13th of February, 1854, in the case of the Uni- 
ted States vs. Puig, Mir & Co., of New Orleans, for the 
sum of @1,310 54, and interest thereon, being the amount 
of duties claimed to be due, and payable to the United 
States, on certain coffee imported into the port_of New Or- 
leans from Cuba, in the Spanish brig Pepita; and that the 
said Secretary of the Treasury is hereby further authorized 
and required to release a judgment rendered in said court, 
atthe same date, in the case of the United States vs. P. 
Puig, and Puig, Mir & Co., of New Orleans, for the sum 
of 3,761 12, and interest thereon, being the amount of im- 
port duties claimed to be due and payable to the United 
States, on certain coffee imported into the said port of New 
Orleans from Cuba, in the Spanish brig Atalayador ; but if 
the judgments aforesaid, or any part thereof, shall have 
been paid by the defendants, the Secretary of the Treasury 
is hereby further authorized and required to refund to them, 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the amount so paid. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It belongs to 
the class of private claims intended to be excluded 
by the rule. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I have stated so; and I ask 
the unanimous consent of the Senate for its con- 
sideration, 


Mr. HUNTER. 











I cannot agree to it. 


from Virginia objects, and it cannot be received. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
an amendment to the bill. Yesterday, the Sena- 
tor from Georgia [Mr. Dawson] submitted a 
sroposition to amend the amendment which re- 
Javed to custom-houses, reported from the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, by its chairman, [Mr. Ham- 
1N,] 80 as to establish a custom-house and post 
®ilice at some port in his State. The Chair de- 
cided that to be out of order under a rule which, 
I understand, is one of the rules of the Senate. 
Now, Mr. President, it does seem to me that it 
is a very strange rule, and as unjust and unequal 
as itis strange. Whatis it? Under that rule, it 
was decided yesterday by the Chair, that the 
Senator from Georgia could not make a proposi- 
tion to build a custom-house in his State, where 
it wae very much needed. And why? Because, 
forsooth, some one of the Departments had not 
geen fit to recommend it. Now, { submit to you, 
Mr. President, and to the American Senate, if we 
are to legislate under sych duress as that? Are 
wé to be dependent for our action upon the views 
ad caprices, or upon the judgment of any of the 
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| Departments of this Government? Is it not a | the Senator from Tennessee to be out of 
_ violation of every principle of equality and jus- 


tice? Is it not a trespass upon the rights of every 


stituents, their rights, and their interests, are to 


be adjudged by some Secretary of a Department. | 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 dislike to interrupt my 
friend, but I must call him to order. I under- 
stand him to make an attack upon the rules of the 
Senate, and as there is no motion pending to mod- 
ify or repeal those rules, I do not conceive that it 
is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


, my friend from Illinois, that I am only stating this 
| in order to make out my case before the Senate, 


and then | shall appeal to their justice and their 
judgment for the remedy. [am only arguing the 


| case of propriety to get a vote which I am sure | 


shall get. 
I repeat, Mr. President, that lam required, and 


you are required, and the Senator from Illinois is | 


required, before we can offer an amendment here 


asking foran appropriation for custom-houses in | 
either of our States, or for a hospital or for any | 


other purpose, to get the approbation and consent 
of some one of the Departments, or else be fortu- 


nate enough to secure the consent and approbation | 
of a majority of some one of the committees of the | 


Senate 


Mr. HUNTER. 


likes, he can move to repeal them; but this is not 


the proper occasion on which to argue in regard | 


to them. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the Sena- 
tor will allow me to put myself right. It is all I 
ask. I do not desire to get a dollar out of the 
Treasury, but | simply ask to stand right before 
my constituents, and under this rule | cannot do 


| so. I put it on a question of privilege, if you 


ator is clearly out of order. 


please. I will state the case distinctly. 
commencement of this session of Congress, a 
large memorial was sent here from my constituents 


asking Congress to establish a marine hospital at | 


| Memphis. 


I was required, under the rules of the 
Senate, to refer it to the Committee on Commerce, 


| which I did with great pleasure. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
will allow the Chair to remark that there is noth- 
ing before the Senate. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope you will 
allow me to make my speech, and propose an 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
can now propose his amendment, and the Chair 
will decide whether it is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
Chair will rule it out of order. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Then the Sen- 


I am sure the 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [am aware of that; 


| but I hope I sha'l be allowed to put myself right 


| before the Senate and my constituents. 


I desire to offer || 


I appeal 
to the magnanimity of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. Offer the amendment, and then 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Well, here it is. 
I propose to add, at the end of the amendment 


} which was adopted on the motion of the Senator 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator | 
| 


from Maine, [Mr. Hamuin,] as chairman of the 
Committee on Commerce, the following : 


At Memphis, in the State of Tennessee, for the purchase 


of a site, and the erection of a marine hospital, the sum of 


$50,000. 


myself right. 


put myself right—— 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
is clearly out of order, the amendment itself being 
It is in the power of the 


excluded by the rule. 
Senate to overrule the decision. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I take an 
appeal from the decision of the Chair; and I sup- 
pose! may be permitted to speak on that question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is, whether the decision of the Chair, declaring 


I would say to | 


I will suggest to.the Senator. | 
that if there is anything in the rules which he dis- | 


At the || 


| was very well aware, Mr. President, that 
| under the rules it would be ruled out of order, as 
was the amendment of my friend from Georgia; 
but it is against that injustice that I want to put 
I want to enter my protest against 
it, state the circumstances, and show to the Senate 
the injustice which is done to my constituents 
under that rule. With the consent of the Senate, 
I will do it in a few minutes; but if there is one 
S@nator here who will deny me the privilege to 
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‘to stand as the judgment of the order, i 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. st é 
taken, I desire to argue that matter. ne ; 
upon the ground that it is an act of injusties ‘i 
me and every Senator on the floor, and to thar 
tent is an infringement of the constitutional ri he 
| of every Senator. By what power and author; 
does the Senate undertake to declare to ms... 
I shall not represent the wishes of my oman ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
is not —— one. question 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If | h 
right to show that the rule is unconstitution, 
should like to know what power we have h 4 
except that which is exercised by a domi ~ 
majority ? : aa 
; ~ WELLER. ‘ bab is a rule here abridg. 
ing liberty of speech. ou cannot ~ 
| upon a cneshun of this sort. wey eg 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair ¢ 
cided that the Senator was out of order in arg me 
an amendment after it was decided to be a 
| order. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | : 
rule on the appeal. Aim Arguing the 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. From that}, 
append The evens is, whether the decision of 
the Chair shall stand as the judement 
ate. That in not debatable’ of ae 
The decision of the Chair was sustained 
nipeteen, noes not counted. ye 
Mr. RUSK. I have a small amendment jy 
offer to the third section, which has been adepted 
as an amendment, on the recommendation of the 
| Committee on finance. It now provides that 
In the office of the First Auditor there shall be one clerk 


taken from class three, and placed in class four, and four 
additional clerks allowed of class one. 
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I understand that these four clerks are perform. 
ing the duties of the third class. I also under. 
stand that it was recommended by the Auditor 
| that they should be put down in the third class 

but, by some means in transcribing the recom. 
/mendation at the Treasury Department, they 

were put down as in classone. I therefore move 
to strike out ‘‘one”’ and insert “‘three,”’ 

Mr. ADAMS. The statement of the Senator 
I understand to be correct. The duties to which 
those clerks are assigned are in the third class. 

The amendment was agreed to. 
| .Mr.RUSK. I have anotheramendment which 
| I am directed to offer by the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads. It is to strike out: 
| For improving and repairing the room in the custom- 
| house at Savannah, used as post office, $1,000. 
/—and insert: 

For the erection of a building for the post office at the 
city of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, $50,000; 04 
condition that the said city shall furnish a site for the build- 
ing. e 

Mr. President, I shall make but a few wordsof 
explanation in reference to the amendment. Ia 

| the construction of a custom-house at Savannah, 
the room which was assigned: to the post office 
department is, | believe, in the basement of the 
|, building, and is entirely unsuitable forthe purpoee 
of a post office. tis cold and damp, and lights 
| have to be used in it day and night. There isno 
arrangement in the custom-house there by which 
| the post office can be accommodated. Savannah 
is a place of growing importance, with its roads 
| extending out west. Itisa very considerable sea- 
| port town; and I believe it will be a matter of 
economy to adopt the amendment. The citizens 
propose to furnish a site for the post office; and 
$50,000 will make a building suitable for it. | 
believe it will be a matter of economy on the part 
of the Government to adopt that plan. 

Mr. HUNTER. | suggest to the Senator from 
Texas that that will lead to an entirely new range 
of appropriations. The Senator from Pennsylv 
nia (Mr. Bropueap] will come up again with his 
proposition for the post office in Philadelphia, and 
thus they will go om accumulating. | think 
will be the bes: plan to keep these buildings ov! 
ofthe bil ~ ; 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. GWIN. I offer the following additions! 
sections: 

Sec. —. And be it enacted, That the seventh s¢- 
tion of the act of January 18, 1837, entitled “ An act sp 
plementary to an act establishing the Mint and regulating 
the coins of the United States,’’ be so amended as 10 et 
tend the allowance for the annual salary of the clerks 
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= yint of the United States to $1,800 each, from and 
fe st day of July, 1854 at the discretion of the offi- 

thorized by law to appoint, with the approbation of 
cert mesident of the United States, including also one clerk 
we 


ne office of the assistant treasurer at Philadelphia. 
is! 


afte? the 







_. And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
oe rte act of July 3, 1852, entitled ‘* An act to establish 
on mint of the United States in California,” be so 

4 + as to allow to the clerks authorized to be em- 
pene therein, 3,000 per anuum each, to take effect from 
joyed the first day of July, 1+54; and such additional 
and 20% together with those elsewhere provided in this act, 
ee saual the respective salaries authorized by this section 
pope are hereby appropriated out of any moneys in 
ie Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment 


0 
a pranc 














oe. And be it furtheMenacted, That all the appoint 
od of clerks and assistants authorized to be employed in 
ents 





» office of the assistant treasurers of the United States, 







assay office, 
the appre . , " 

director, superintendent. and treasurer of the Mint, 
id branch Mints and assay office, whose bonds are held 
ng in the Treasury Department in trust for the proper perform- 

























ance of their respective duties. 
le That is the form of a bill which was reported | 
ng by the Committee on Finance, and passed the 
of Sonate, fixing the compensation of the clerks in 
h the Minis and branches. It is reported from the 
” committee. as 
Mr. SLIDELL. I have no objegtion to the 
he amendment of the Senator from California, so far 
. gs regards the Mint of New Orleans, raising the 
» salaries of the clerks there. | desire to suggest 
| to him, however, that by the present allowance 
% the clerks receive $1,500 a year, and the cashier |! 
$1,900. Now, if the salaries of the clerks be in- 
to screased, So as to be made equal to what the cashier 
" ow receives, the cashier, whose duties are much 
, more arduous and responsible, ought also to have 
his increased, and | suggest to the Senator from 
5 ‘slifornia that he should increase the salary of | 
the cashier to $2,200. 
n- Mr. GWIN. The amendment, as I offer it, is 
re in accordance with the recommendation of the 
or Department. 
* Mr. SLIDELL. Then I shall move to amend 
. it by raising the salary of the cashier. 
' Mr. HUNTER. I suggest that it is better not 
7 to depart from the estimate in relation to the 
clerks. It is shown to be actually necessary to 
or increase their salaries in order to get an experi- 
‘h enced class of men; but as to increasing the sala- 


ries of the higher officers; 1 think they had better 
come in a3 a separate measure hereafter, and not 
h be put in this bill. 

Mr. SLIDELL. 1 will state, for the informa- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia, that it is im- 
possible to retain the services of an efficient cashier 
atthe present salary. A man capable of occupy- 


Jin the offices of the Mint and branches thereof, and | 
on . New York, shall respectively be made*with | 


of the President, by the assistant treas- || ; : ; 
bation of wy || until the next session. 


aan 


ing the position, can get a much higher salary in | 


| commercial houses in New Orleans. 
4 leazue, who has received several letters on the 
i- subject, will confirm that statement. The clerks 

now receive $1,500 a year, and the cashier $1,800. 
if It is utterly impossible to obtain the services of a 
A responsible man at the rate of salary now given. 
They are obliged to have an inferior class of men. 


My col- 


Itis only within the last two or three weeks that | 


e 
e the cashier of the Mint at New Orleans left his 
e 


place, because he obtained a much higher salary || 


3 ina mercantilehouse. I shall, theréfore, offer the 
amendment to increase the salary of the cashier in 
A & corresponding ratio with that of the clerks. 


Mr.GWIN. 1 will accept that amendment. 


r modifie 
peared to be rejected. 


the amendment. The Commitee on Finance are 

in favor of it; everybody agrees to it; the Senator 

from Virginia (Mr. serene to it; and the 

Secretary of the Treasury 

for it. 
The question was again put; and, on a division, 

no quorum voted. 


18 
Mr. BRODHEAD. There is no objection to | 
I 
rt 







the amendment. The Committee on Finance agree 
to it; we all agree to it. (Laughter.] 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. That isa mat- 
ro — the Chair cannot decide except by a 
unt. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for another count. 
Mr.STUART. The Senator who called for a 


al 


PC 


: a can te his call. ' 
ms € amendment was then agreed to—ayes 21 
‘ hoes not counted. ’ ; 


THE CONG 





The a being put on the amendment, as || 
’ 


the Presiding Officer declared that it ap- || $90. 


as especially called || 


Mr. BRODHEAD. There is no objection to 








Mr. GWIN. I propose the following amend- } 
ment: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th June, 1854, the annual salary of the director of the 
Mint shall be $5,000; that of the superintendent of the 
branch mint, and the assistant treasurer of the United States || 
at San Francisco, California, $6,000 each ; that of the || 
superintendent of the assay office at New York, and of the || 
assistant treasurer at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, $4,500 
each ; that of the superintendent of the mint, and the as- 
sistant treasurer at New Orleans, Louisiana, and of the 
| treasurer at Boston, Massachusetts, @4,000 each; and that 
of the assistant treasurer at Charleston, South Carolina, 
$3,000: Provided, That it shall be their further duty, when 
designated by the President of the United States, to perform 
the services now authorized by law to be performed by the 
agents for paying pensions, or any other duties, without || 


| any greater aggregate of compensation than is herein pro- 
vided. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I hope this will be laid over 
| went for the increase of 
the salaries of the clerks, because it is indispensa- 
ble; but it is not necessary to raise these salaries 
to retain the services of those superior officers. I 
hope it will go over. We have already put a 
great deal upon this bill, and we should not add 
such items as this. 

Mr.GWIN. I will make a statement in re- 
gard to the officers in California, and, | suppose, 
other gentlemen can speak of those in their sev- 
eral States. The treasurer of the branch Mint at 
| San Francisco has a salary of $4,500. In addi- 

tion to that, and the duties which are placed upon 
him as assistant treasurer, he has to superintend 
the accounts of all the disbursing officers in Cali- 
fornia. He has to receive, on deposit, and he is 
liable for, as treasurer of the Mint, and Assistant 
Treasurer of the United States, the amount of from 
$50,000,000 to $75,000,000 a year. His salary is 
only $4,500, while our appraisers get $6,000. He 
| gives a bond of $400,000. So much for the as- 
sistant treasurer. ‘There is no officer of the Gov- 
ernment who has to disburse such large amounts 
as the treasurer of that branch Mint. Now, it is 
proposed to increase his salary $1,500. It is the 
same in regard to the superintendent.. He has 
important duties to perform. By the establish- 
ment of the assay office in New York, and the 
Mint in California, more money will be coined at 
that point than all the other Mints in the United 
States. I[t is estimated that the amount coined 
there will be $30,000,000 a year. 
| Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg to say a few words 
in regard to the two officers in Philadelphia. One 
is the Director of the Mint. He has charge of all 
the Mints in the United States. When his salary 
was fixed in 1837, there were about $3.000,000 
coined annually; now there are $60,000,000 alone 
| in Philadelphia, besides the California Mint, and 
at the assay office in New York, which are added 
to him. His salary is fixed at $5,000. The sal- 
| ary of the treasurer of the Mint, and the Assistant 
| Treasurer of the United States in the city of Phil- 
adelphia—which office is now occupied by Dr. 
Sturgeon, with whom Senators are acquainted— 
| is $4,000. This proposes to give him $4,500. 
| His salary was fixed when there were about 
$3,000,000 coined; now there are $60,000,000, 
and he is answerable for that, and gives a bond in 
$300,000. He receives now $2,000 as treasurer 
| of the Mint at Philadelphia; $1,000 for his addi- 
| tional duties as Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States, and $1,000 for paying pensions—making 
4,000. This proposes to give im for all $4,500. 
t therefore increases his actual compensation but 


All the officers of the Mint and branch Mints 
in the United States are under the charge and con- 
|| trol of the Director of the Mint at Philadelphia. 
|| His salary is proposed by the amendment to be | 
'+fixed at $5,000, and that of the Treasurer at 
| $4,500, and for that he is to perform al! the duties 
which he now performs. Can there be any ob- | 
jection to this? I know that the Senator from 

irginia objects to it; but why? He says that 
the bill is already loaded. Did he not yesterday 
vote for an increase of the salaries of the judges 
|| of the Supreme Court of the United States? They 
hold their office for life. But here are g@ntlemen | 
| temporarily in the public service, subject to the | 


| 





|| mutations of politics, handling millions and mil- 
lions of dollars belonging to the Government; and 
it becomes, therefore, an imperative duty, in view 
|| of many considerations, that their salaries should 
|| be increased. I hope the amendment will be | 
| agreed.to. I hope the Senate of the United States | 
|| will not ask gentlemen to give bonds in $300,000, | 
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| in a letter which I have read 
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and handle $60,000,000 for less than $4,500 a 


year. The amendment is right and proper in every 
respect. The scale of salaries mentioned in it 
was sent here by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
I therefore hope, 
as it is recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and as it is justified by such reasons as 
I have stated, that the Senate will agree to it. 

Mr. DAWSON. Iam as liberal as any man 


| ought to be in the distribution of the public money, 
| but I ask the Senator from Pennsylvania what 
| salary is given to the Goverror of his State? 


Mr. BRODHEAD. We give him $3,500. At 
the last session of the Legislature, | believe, they 
increased it; | do not know how much, 

Mr. DAWSON. Three thousand five hundred 


| dollars is the salary of the Governor. The salary 


of the Superintendent of the Mint is $5,000. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. No, sir; the salary of the 
Director of the Mint is now $3,500, and he con- 
trols all the Mints in the United States. 

Mr. DAWSON. He controls all the Mints of 
the United States! What control does he exer- 
cise over them? What hour of his time is taken 
up by that control? He never goes to one of those 
branch Mints. He receives a report of not more 
than fifteen lines as to the amount of coinage at 
the other Mints; and, sir, he has no responsibilit 
growing out of the bonds which are spoken of. 
The honesty of the superintendent or director 
constitutes hisbond. Are weto pay men because 
a large amount of money goes into a box or into 
the Treasury over which they have superintend- 
ence, because they give a bond? Why, sir, a 
bond is no security at all. I would not give a 
snap of my finger for it. It is the honesty of the 
man to which | look. Well, are we to pay for 
that?) Every man is an honest man. Why is it 
that men who are appointed to superintend work - 
ing establishments are to receive greater salaries 
than you give to the intellectual men who control 
the State—your Governors and your chief jus- 
tices? No man in the State receives such a com- 
pensation as is here proposed to be given to these 
officers. Sir, by doing this, you hold out an in- 


| ducement by your high salaries to make every 
| man who is in an elevated position, where hemay 


be useful to bis State and to the country, come 
down to labor for the General Government be- 
cause of the salary. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. My friend from Georgia 
commenced by asking me a question. Now, | ask 
him, why he voted yesterday to increase the sal- 
aries of the judges of the Supreme Court? 

Mr. DAWSON. I voted to increase them be- 
cause the position requires men of high attain- 
ments. They must spend all their life in study to 
make themselves acquainted with legal knowledge. 


| Are we, because we raise the salaries of men of 
| their attainments, men who control the rights of 


the people and the constitutional rights of the 
States, and Serene laws of the country to 
raise the Salaries of all other officers under the 


| Government? Sir, this thing of raising the salaries 


has gone already too far. You_make your clerks 


| receive as much as your major generals who fight 


the battles of your country. The lowest clerk, in 
one of your Departments, receives more thar the 
major who fights your battles. Why is all this? 


| You are prostrating all your proceedings. You 


are so acting as not to bring down the higher 
| class who are engaged for the interests of the coun- 
| try to low salaries; but you are bringing all the 
| small ones to the highest point. 

Your Doorkeeper here receives more than you 
| do, Mr. President, for the discharge of your duties. 
| There is not a dependent on the Senate Chamber 
| who does not receive more money than those who 

are engaged in transacting the legislative business 
| of the country. We have forgotten ourselves. No 
man can touch his own salary here, when he 
knows that he cannot subsist with the means 
which are appropriated for his sustenance, and yet 
he may go awe and raise the salaries of others 
while he will not touch his own, 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Georgia 
commenced with a sort of um ad homi- 
nem reply to me. I should like to know how many 
dollars per day he yesterday voted to foreign min- 
isters ? : 

Mr. DAWSON. I voted to increase the sala- 
ries of foreign ministers to such an amount as 
und@ the laws and Constitution of the country 
they are entitled to, 
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hee ae ee ee 


aap serene satin : ; 
Mr. BRODHEAD. Howmuch perday? | 

Mr. DAWSON. I do not know that their | 
enlary was $9,000 per annum and an outfit, and | 
we have raised it. Y 
ask that question? Is it an argument in favor of 
raising the salaries of men who are not a 
from one day totheother? Notatall. The rea- | 
son why I resist this proposition is this: The | 
Genera! Government is now raising the salaries of 
the officers whom they have the power to appoint 
in the different States to such a degree, that the | 
salaries allowed by the States to their officers are | 
being degraded. I have adopted it as a rule, 
that I should vote for giving to no district judge 
in any one of the States a higher salary than the 
chief justice of that State receives; for | have no 
idea of letting the General Government bid off, 
and take the most elevated characters in the State, 
merely because Congress may be able to give them 
a larger salary. That ia the reason of my action. 
I have voted for the increase cf salaries in Califor- 
nia. The Senator may ask me why! did that. 
I have done it because the expenses there are so 
extravagant. But the day is soon coming when 
a man will be able to live there as cheaply as he 
does here; and when that day arrives, | venture 
to say that the Senator from California will not 
ask for an increase of salaries to a point higher 
than are given in the other States. It is a mere 
temporary inconvenience, which does not exist in 
Philadelphia. A judge of the supreme court in 
Pennsylvania receives nothing like the amount 
proposed to be given to these officers, and he is 
engaged from morning to night, nearly every day, 
either in the court-house or in his private cham- 
bers, I have looked over the salaries of the offi- 
cers of various States, and I find nothing to justify 
an increase of what is given to the director and 
superintendent of the Mint. My friend, Dr. 
Sturgeon, for whom I have the greatest possible 

‘ respect, served many years as Secretary of State 
in Seaniyivnsia, where his duties were much more 
continuous and arduous, and required much more 
devoted attention than the duties of his present 
office. 

Mr. COOPER. He was not Secretary of State. 

Mr. DAWSON. What then? 

Mr. COOPER. Treasurer. 

Mr: DAWSON. As treasurer of the State 
his duties were much more arduous than those 
which he has to perform now. I should sooner 
see him have this increase than almost any other 
man in Pennsylvania; but I object to the principle. 
As to the superintendent of the mint in Georgia, 
I might ask you to raise his salary upon the same 
principle; but I do not think he deserves it, be- 
cause he gets now more than the officers of the 
State of Georgia generally get. 

Mr. COOPER. I do not like to find myself in 
opposition to the chairman of the Committee on 

inance, whenever I can vote with him; but I 
must vote in favor of thi amendment, and | de- 
sire to say a word in reply to the remarks of the 
Senator from Georgia. 

I do not think his argument has much force in 
it. He asks how much we pay our Governor, 
and how much we pay our other executive and 
judicial officers who are eng 





of their respective duties in Pennsylvania. My | 
colleague answered that we pay our Governor 
$3,500. We pay him but $3, We did pay 


him $4,000, until a spirit of demagogism, de- 
signed to elevate certain individuals in the popu- 
lar favor, swept over the State, and reduced the 
salaries below a ee grade. But, sir, is 
the amendment which is proposed unreasonable? | 
I shall not argue it further than the State of Penn- 
sylvania is concerned; but I am sure the proposi- 
tion is not unreasonable. The Senator is very 
widely mistaken-in regard to the duties incum- | 
bent upon the treasurer of the Mint. They are 
very large and most responsible. As my col- | 
league has informed the Senate, he gives bonds, | 
in pursuance of law, to the amount of $300,000. | 
The Senator from Georgia tells you that that is | 
nothing; that every man is honest. Butthe lawex- | 


actsthebond. He has been obliged to give it, and | sheriffs. The fair and legitimate presumption is, | enme individual? 

it was with difficulty that he did give it; and letme | that the State Legislature, who have the keeping Mr, BRODHEAD.. They sue napeest offices 
tell the Senator that a number of gentle de- of the public money in their hands, will take the | which, by this amendment, are put in one. 
clined this very office. How man my ue | care of fixing the rates of compensation for their || Mr. JOHNSON. y are different offices to 
can tell; three | think, two I know declined it, | public officers at the lowest point at which they | which the same individual is a ; the gross 
because of the inadequacy of the alesse can be fixed. In California there has been re- | amount of receipts that he has from all is what’ 
largeness of che: peaseity demanded. He to || cently a great reduction in the fees allowed to some ' Mr. BRODHEAD. It } now $4,000. It is 
discharge the duties, onerous in themselves, of | of the public officers. Under the law of 1850, |) proposed to make it $4,500. == 


-: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





But why does the Senator | 
'| a conversation which | had with him, and I know 


|| stand was the old law in regard to marshals, but 


ed in the discharge | 


| treasurer of the Mint; he pays all the pension cer- || 
 tificates drawn on the office at Philadelphia, and 
-he has other duties besides. 


turned their attention to the su ai 
Now, sir, I know something of his duties from - 


a they reduced the fees : 
and all the waar Officers to the oe : 
what the duties of a State-treasurer are; and there || which their services can be command Point at 
| is no comparison between the two. The duties of | propose is, that for similar services the marshal 
his office are perhaps as onerous, and indeed more || the United States shall be allowed the sam @ 
onerous, | believe, than the duties of any other | pensation as, under the State law, oe 


officer, State or National, within the limits of || sheriffs. I know, sir, that there ao allowed to 


Pennsylvania. ‘The director has far less duties, || in the Union where the State laws allot « 

and they are less responsible, although the office is || smaller amount than the law of the Uniteg — 
higher, and a higher salary-has been attached toit. || allows a marshal. I firs®inclined to the e ates 
Now, I am sure that anybody who will undertake || that the better course was to introduce oe 


to examine the character of the duties incumbent 
upon the treasurer will not say that they require || thegame amount of fees as are allowed to sher; 
less mind, although it may be of a different kind || for similar services; but I understand 
than that which is applied to the adjudication of || tion of that would be to reduce the fees of th 
the rights of individuals and States. It requires || marshals in some of the New England Sta . 
as high a degree of talent to discharge the duties || Therefore, I have introduced the amendment 
of that station as it does to discharge the duties || relation to this particular instance, in which | 
of chief justice of the State. The talents required || know the grossest injustice is done to an acti 
for the two offices are of a different kind; but, sir, || efficient, and energetic public officer. Whenev.’ 
they both require talents of a high character, in || the Senator from Virginia comes forward and 
order to discharge the duties satisfactorily. Dr. || poses to correct any defects that exist in the ma 
Sturgeon possesses that kind of talent in an emi- || shal’s fees in the State of Virginia, he shall ee 
nent degree. He was not aman who shone here, | = support. I will go with him to correct abuses 
although he was universally esteemed; but he is || wherever I find them, and I will attack them 
a man whose financial abilities, whose honesty || whenever they are presented. 
and integrity every man confides in. He ought || Mr. BRODHEAD. The original amendmen, 
to be paid for the duties which he performs. I || relates to the officers of the Mint and sub-treas. 
have no doubt that the amendment is equally just, || urers. The amendment of the Senator from 
as applied to the other officers whose salaries it || California to that amendment, relates to marshals 
raises. It ought to be a separate section. It is nots 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope we shall take the || germane amendment. I therefore hope he wil 
question. I understand it is the intention of the || permit us to take a vote on the amendment offered 
Senate to sit this bill out to-day. || by his colleague. 

Mt. WELLER. [haveanamendmenttopro- || Mr. JOHNSON. In regard to this matter of 
pose to the amendment. I know of no other || marshals, I have no doubt in the world that there 
nlace to which it more properly applies than here. || is justice in the suggestions of the Senator from 
A think it will commend itself to the favorable con- | California, and I do believe that when the rates 
sideration of my friend from Georgia. It simply || of fees were established for them, there was an 
proposes to give an adequate compensation to an || outrage committed upon that particular branch 
officer in California, who is literally starved out || of the service. I know, sir, that in my State 
under the existing law. It provides that he shall || that is the case; I should, therefore, be glad to see 
be allowed the same compensation that is paid for || something done in reference to the whole matter: 
similar services under the laws of that State. It | but as to taking up this isolated single proposition 
is as follows: I will not agree to it. I believe that our legisla- 


| proposition allowing the marshals in aj] the Stan 


the Opera. 





The fees and compensation of the marshal in California || tion throughout this session, in regard to salaries, 
shall correspond with the fees and compensation allowed showing a general spirit of increase, is altogether 
to sheriffs or other officers for similar services in the courts isti i f . . 
Sane temae | distinguished by the most *xtraordinary ine- 


quality, and by the most exceptionable manner, 

I think that it ought to be done with some regu- 
| larity. I presented, at the commencement of this 
| session, petitions asking for a revision of the fees 
in these cases in my State, and also introduced a 
resolution which was passed, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, from which committee | 
have never heard in regard to these matters, nor 
in regard to the salaries of the judges of the dis- 


I offer that amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That can come in as a | 
separate and independent proposition. 

Mr. HUNTER. I suppose there is not a State 
in the Union in which there is not some ground | 
for Senators’ saying that the marshal’s fees should | 
be increased. If this amendment in regard to | 
marskals in California be agreed to, Senators from 
all the other States will feel it their duty to offer || trict courts. 
amendments in reiation to theirs. This proposes || The proposition to which the Senator from Cal- 
to apply to the marshal in California what L under- || ifornia [Mr. We ver] has proposed his amend- 
ment, is to increase the pay of the treasurer and 
repealed by the late one. I believe we shall have | superintendent of the Mint. I understand that 

to make some general provision in regard to mar- || $4,500 a year is the salary thatis proposed to be 

_ shals, but it cannot be done on this bill. ' given to the-treasurer of the Mint. Well, sir, 
Mr. WELLER. I think we have been prom- | that is all going wrong; I do think most solemnly 

ised for the last two or three years that the in- || $4,500 a year is a large amount. 
convenience and hardship, to which | have al- |, Mr. BRODHEAD. For the treasurer of the 
luded, should be removed. But thereform spoken || Mint? 

of by the Senator from Virginia is like some of | Mr. JOHNSON.* For the treasurer of the 
my reforms. They area day ahead of me, and || Mint $4,500 is ample, and ought to be satisfac 
retain their position. I can never find a proper | tory. 1 understood the Senator to say that it was 


time at which to correct these evils. I know an || $4,500. 

instance myself in which" the marshal in Califor-| Mr. BRODHEAD. I know that my friend 
nia was required, under the law, to perform ser- 4 from Arkansas wants to be right. Dr. Se 
vices which were absolutely necessary, and in | is at present treasurer of the Mint at Philadel- 
which he expended some $400 or . Every | phia. He is also Assistant Treasurer of the United 
Senator who would examine the account would | States, and therefore has the control of about 
be perfectly satisfied with the propriety of every | $60,000,000. He is also the who pays pen- 
item in it; and under the law as it now stands he | sions. ~ For all these services he now receives 


is entitled to some forty dollars. It is utterly im- || $4,000, and for them all we propose to give him 


possible to obtain any responsible man to dis- || $4,500. 
charge the duties of the office of marshal in Cal-|| Mr. JOHNSON. Do all these services belong 


, ifornia for a less compensation than is paid to our to one office, or different offices conferred 
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